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USCG, Navy Conduct Joint Maritime Security Mission  

The U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Navy completed an 18-day joint mission in the Central 

and South Pacific under the Oceania Maritime Security Initiative to combat 

transnational crimes, enforce fisheries laws and enhance regional security. Coast 

Guard Law Enforcement Detachment 103 from Pacific Tactical Law Enforcement 

Team embarked USS Michael Murphy (DDG 112) and conducted 16 fisheries 

enforcement boardings with the assistance of the ship’s visit, board, search and seizure 

team and law enforcement ship riders from Tuvalu and Nauru. Five of the boardings 

were conducted on the high seas under the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries 

Commission guidelines while the other 11 were conducted in the exclusive economic 

zones (EEZ) of Tuvalu and Nauru. 

 Coast Guard teams and Pacific Island Nation shipriders routinely conduct joint 

boardings within the host country's exclusive economic zones to protect the ocean and 

the living marine resources within. Boarding teams inspected documentation and fish 

holds for illegal activity and compliance with conservation and management 

measures. "Illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing undermines efforts to conserve 

and manage global fish stocks," said Coast Guard Cmdr. Richard Howes, chief of 

enforcement, Coast Guard 14th District response division. "The OMSI mission along 

with our partnerships with Australia, New Zealand, France, and Pacific Island Nations 

helps deter illegal fishing and promote economic and environmental stability in the 

region." Partnership between the Coast Guard and Navy supports OMSI, a Secretary 

of Defense program to use Department of Defense assets transiting the pacific region 

to build maritime domain awareness, ultimately supporting the Coast Guard's 

maritime law enforcement operations in Oceania. “Like our forefathers who sailed 

these waters years ago, the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard partnership remains a 

formidable maritime force,” said Cmdr. Robert A. Heely Jr., commanding officer of 

Michael Murphy. “We enjoyed working alongside the U.S. Coast Guard as well as the 

National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration, Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries 

Agency and our partners from Tuvalu and Nauru. It was a true team effort, and I am 

proud of team Murphy’s resilience and professionalism in accomplishing the mission.” 

The Coast Guard is responsible for patrolling the waters around the numerous islands 

belonging to the United States throughout the region. Each of these islands has 

http://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/australia
http://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/france
http://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime/united-states
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territorial waters stretching out to 12 nautical miles from shore. Beyond that, 

stretching out to 200 nautical miles is an exclusive economic zone, an area defined by 

international law that allows each nation exclusive rights to the exploration and use of 

the marine resources within. Oceania contains 43 percent, or approximately 1.3 

million square miles, of United States' EEZs. 

Source: www.marinelink.com, 01 March 2017 

 

India, US set to bolster security ties, focus on cyber, maritime security  

NEW DELHI: India and the US are set to further strengthen their bilateral security 

ties under the Trump administration with the two countries deciding to continue 

exchange programmes on hostage crisis, terror crime scene probe and cybercrime.  

A delegation of officials from the US met their counterparts in the home ministry last 

week and discussed ways to streamline the training programmes being conducted 

under the Anti-Terrorism Assistance (ATA) pact. Indian police officers will undergo 

training programmes in the US training institutes on negotiations in hostage 

situations, terror crime scene investigations, besides on two new courses relating to 

cyber crime and maritime security.  

India and the US are working towards strengthening bilateral ties on security front, 

including training programmes. The US will be introducing two new courses for Indian 

police officers this year, a Home Ministry official said.  Indian police officers currently 

can opt for six training programmes under the ATA pact.  These courses have been an 

integral part of the bilateral cooperation on internal security between the two 

countries. India is a key strategic partner of the US in its war on terror and with groups 

like ISIS using Internet to reach out to potential recruits in India, the ATA courses are 

seen as extremely relevant, the official said. Currently the ATA courses include among 

others, investigating the dark web (IDW), hostage negotiation training, terrorist crime 

scene investigation.  Around 120-150 police officers from Central police organisations 

and state police forces visit the US every year for training in these courses under the 

ATA. The number may go up to 200 this year with introduction of two new courses. 

Source:timesofindiaindiatimes.com, 05 March 2017 

 

http://www.marinelink.com/news/maritime-security-conduct422672
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Trump
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Anti-Terrorism-Assistance
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/ISIS
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/indiaus-set-to-bolster-security-ties-focus-on-cyber-maritime-security/articleshow/57474853.cms
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Australia turns down Indonesia's request to conduct joint patrols in South 
China Sea        

-Nandini Krishnamoorthy 

along with Indonesia in the disputed South China Sea. However, he said that the 

country would work closely with Indonesia over maritime security. "We are not going 

to undertake any actions which would increase tensions in the South China Sea," 

Turnbull said on Tuesday (7 March). "Our commitment is to increase our cooperation 

with each other in terms of maritime security. So, we talk about more collaboration, 

more coordination, but it has not been taken any further than that," the prime minister 

added. Turnbull is in Jakarta to attend a summit meeting of the 21-member Indian 

Ocean Rim Association, Reuters reported. The Australian PMs comments come after 

Indonesian President Joko Widodo had said in February during that he would want to 

raise the possibility of holding joint naval patrols in the hotly contested waterway. 

Widodo, however, had said that he would conduct take any such action only if it did 

not anger China. 

Now, Indonesia seems to have backed down as its Coordinating Minister for Maritime 

Affairs Luhut Pandjaitan said on Monday (6 March) after a meeting with Australian 

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop that they would rather focus on other areas. "I don't 

know whether it necessary for us to do join patrols over there, but for sure, for 

economic activity, we can do," Pandjaitan said. Joint patrols in the disputed waters 

would have angered China, which is one of the key trading partners of Australia. 

Canberra is believed to be eyeing greater trade deals with Beijing as ties between 

Turnbull and the US – another key ally – soured following the prime minister's 

telephonic conversation with President Donald Trump in January. The two leaders 

allegedly had a heated exchange over a deal that Canberra reached with the Obama 

administration to resettle refugees in the US. Trump later took to Twitter to slam the 

deal and called it "dumb". Australia, like the US, has no claim of its own in the 

contested South China Sea, but it has been insisting that its ships have a right to pass 

through international waters.Likewise, Indonesia too does not have disputes with 

China in the region. Both Australia and Indonesia have maintained a neutral stand in 

the territorial dispute. But China irked Indonesia when it said that the two countries 

had overlapping claims to Natuna Islands that is close to Indonesia. Beijing staged a 

large-scale military drill near the islands, which considers traditionally as its own. 

Source: www.ibtimes.co.uk, 07 March 2017 

 

http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/reporters/nandini-krishnamoorthy
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/us-navy-plans-new-strategy-counter-beijing-south-china-sea-report-1606406
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/south-china-sea-indonesia-propose-joint-patrols-australia-without-irking-beijing-1608330
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/trumps-extreme-vetting-order-apply-refugees-swap-deal-australia-1604198
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/president-trump-australia-refugee-agreement-i-will-study-this-dumb-deal-1604392
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/president-trump-australia-refugee-agreement-i-will-study-this-dumb-deal-1604392
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/australia-may-get-caught-crossfire-if-china-us-go-war-over-south-china-sea-experts-warn-1602189
http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/australia-turns-down-indonesias-request-conduct-joint-patrols-south-china-sea-1610133
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A swarm of Iranian fast-attack boats forced a US Navy ship to change     

course in the Persian Gulf     

Multiple fast-attack vessels from the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps came close 

to a US Navy ship in the Strait of Hormuz on Saturday, forcing it to change direction, 

a US official told Reuters on Monday. The official, speaking on the condition of 

anonymity, said the IRGCN boats came within 600 yards of the USNS Invincible, a 

tracking ship, and stopped. The Invincible was being accompanied by three ships from 

British Royal Navy and forced the formation to change course. The official said 

attempts were made to communicate over radio, but there was no response and the 

interaction was "unsafe and unprofessional." Lawrence Brennan, a former US Navy 

captain and an expert on maritime law, said the Invincible is a scientific-research 

vessel and was unlikely armed except for "small arms for self defense." The US Navy 

officially lists the Invincible as a "missile range instrumentation ship" that monitors 

missile launches and collects data, so it was likely in the region because of Iran's 

repeated ballistic-missile launches. The Invincible carries out a mission similar to that 

of the Russian spy ship that sat outside a US submarine base in Connecticut. 

(Iran's fast-attack craft, the type repeatedly used to harass US Navy ships. Fars News 

Agency Photo via USNI News) “This generic type of unarmed ship has been a target a 

number of times," Brennan said, citing attacks on the USS Liberty and Pueblo as 

examples of similar harassment. 

However, the Iranian navy and IRGC navy have made a habit of harassing US ships 

near the Strait of Hormuz, and experts contacted by Business Insider believe that Iran 

provided Yemeni Houthi rebels the means to carry out a suicide boat attack on a Saudi 

Arabian navy vessel that killed two sailors. This attack made the US Navy acutely aware 

of the danger from Iran's swarming ships, which the US Navy has resorted to firing 

warning shots at before. The US recently tested the efficacy of using A-10 Warthog 

guns and percision-guided munitions dropped from jets on Iranian fast-attack craft 

like the ones that harassed the Invincible on Saturday. 

 

Source: www.yahoo.com, 06 March 2017      

 

 

http://www.businessinsider.com/nikki-haley-slams-iran-ballistic-missile-tests-2017-1
http://www.businessinsider.com/nikki-haley-slams-iran-ballistic-missile-tests-2017-1
http://www.businessinsider.com/russian-spy-ship-us-submarine-base-2017-2
http://www.businessinsider.com/houthi-suicide-boat-iranian-attack-2017-2
http://www.businessinsider.com/houthi-suicide-boat-iranian-attack-2017-2
http://www.businessinsider.com/us-navy-fires-warning-shots-on-approaching-iranian-ships-during-incident-in-the-strait-of-hormuz-2017-1
http://www.businessinsider.com/us-navy-fires-warning-shots-on-approaching-iranian-ships-during-incident-in-the-strait-of-hormuz-2017-1
http://www.businessinsider.com/a-10-attack-craft-iran-us-navy-2017-3
http://www.businessinsider.com/a-10-attack-craft-iran-us-navy-2017-3
https://www.yahoo.com/news/swarm-iranian-fast-attack-boats-175027985.html
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India calls for strengthening maritime security            

India today called for strengthening maritime security by setting up a centre with in-

house expertise from Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)-member countries and 

sharing its hydrographical capability with member states for better navigation and 

understanding of marine topography. Addressing the first IORA Leaders' Summit, 

Vice-President M Hamid Ansari underlined the need to reinforce maritime safety and 

security by institutionalising cooperative mechanisms such as White Shipping 

Agreements and setting up an Information Fusion Centre for strengthening Maritime 

Domain Awareness (MDA). ''In this regard, he said, ''My government will be happy to 

host such a centre in India, with our in-house expertise supplemented by support from 

IORA member countries.'' He stressed on the need for open trade and open sea lanes 

and urged IORA member states to ensure that the freedom of navigation and over-

flight in the Indian Ocean ''is respected by all as an expression of our commitment to 

UNCLOS''. His remarks came at the start of the IORA Summit on 'Strengthening 

Maritime Cooperation for a Peaceful, Stable and Prosperous Indian Ocean' at which 

Indonesian President Joko Widodo and delegates from the 21 nations were present. 

Referring to terrorism, the Vice-President said India reaffirmed its commitment to 

combat terrorism by adopting the IORA Declaration on countering violent extremism. 

''IORA must show zero tolerance for state sponsored terrorism. The perpetrators, 

organisers, financiers and sponsors of terrorism must be isolated and face strong 

sanctions,'' he told the delegates. He described IORA Concord which will be inked 

today as ''a milestone document that underscores the criticality of maritime safety and 

security''. India, he said, shared the vision for a peaceful region and the seas around 

them. The association had made a beginning by unveiling Project Mausam to re-kindle 

cultural linkages and termed the recent launch of the Kalinga Indonesia Dialogue as a 

''welcome initiative''. UNI SD SW RJ 1556    

Source: www.netindia123.com, 07 march 2017 

 

Spirent Helps to Improve Search and Rescue Operations at Sea      

Spirent Communications plc (LSE: SPT), the world leader in GPS and other global 

navigation satellite systems (GNSS) testing solutions, today announced its test 

solutions have been used to improve maritime safety. Working with the Radio 

Technical Committee for Maritime Services (RTCM), Spirent has created test 

scenarios that simulate realistic satellite reception conditions at sea so that GPS 

http://www.netindia123.com/netindia/showdetails.asp?id=3069193&n_date=20170307&cat=World
http://www.rtcm.org/
http://www.rtcm.org/
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distress beacon performance can be improved, allowing users to be rescued faster by 

search and rescue organizations. One of the first customers to use these scenarios to 

test its locator beacons is ACR Electronics, Inc., a leading manufacturer of emergency 

lifesaving equipment. Its latest ACR and ARTEX products have been tested using a 

Spirent signal simulator, and have been certified as meeting the RTCM standards for 

cold-start time-to-first-fix, which specifies the time taken by a device when it is turned 

on to capture GPS signals and determine its location. 

The United States, Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has now mandated 

that in future, any new products in the related categories must be tested using a GNSS 

simulator and the scenarios in the RTCM standards, which were developed by Spirent. 

Bill Cox, Director of Engineering at ACR, said: “We are able to test the performance of 

our dual-frequency GPS/Galileo receivers using a Spirent simulator that can 

accurately simulate signals from different constellations to enhance the performance 

of our Emergency Position Indicating Radio beacons (EPIRBs, PLBs and ELTs). Our 

customers will soon be able to take advantage of a new confirmation system that will 

let them know that their call for help was heard.” “We are very pleased to have worked 

with RTCM and ACR to improve maritime safety”, said Martin Foulger, General 

Manager of Spirent’s Positioning Business Unit. “This project shows the importance 

of testing in realistic conditions to give better end-user experience, which in this case 

could be a matter of life or death. This will make lifesaving equipment more reliable 

both for maritime users and search and rescue agencies.” 

The RCTM discovered that Cospas-Sarsat 406MHz beacons with integral GPS 

receivers suffered from poor cold start performance, causing delays in providing 

accurate location information to Search and Rescue (SAR) authorities. It later 

discovered that this was because beacons tended to be tested on land in benign 

conditions, rather than in real-world oceanic conditions. It has addressed the issue by 

specifying a set of performance standards for Emergency Position Indicating Beacons 

(EPIRBs), Personal Locator Beacons (PLBs), Hand-held VHF Radios with integral 

GPS Receivers, Manoverboard (MOB) devices and Satellite Emergency Notification 

Devices (SENDs). Spirent was asked to develop a set of custom test scenarios that 

enable manufacturers to simulate realistic satellite reception conditions at sea in 

laboratory environments. Use of these scenarios enables manufacturers to better 

assess the performance of their products in the real world. 

 

Source: www.spirent.com, 07 March 2017 

https://www.acrartex.com/
https://www.spirent.com/Products/GSS6700
https://www.spirent.com/Newsroom/Press_Releases/Releases/2017/March/03-7-17_Spirent-Helps-Improve-Search-and-Rescue-Operations
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Indian Navy Gets Jet Attack Craft to Take on Maritime Terrorists, Pirates     

In a major surveillance boost for the Indian Navy in the Indian Ocean Region, the 

Navy got its fastest water jet attack craft at Karwar on the western coast. The vessel 

Tillanchang of Car Nicobar Class is the third of the four-follow-on water jet fast attack 

craft designed and built by the government-owned Garden Reach Shipbuilders and 

Engineers. The first two ships, Tamugli and Tihayu, were commissioned last year 

in Vishakhapatnam. 

"These ships play a vital role in the light of security environment in the 

country and are designed to take on both conventional and asymmetric 

threats. Tillanchang was able to achieve the fastest speeds (more than 35 

knots) among all water jet fast attack craft during speed trials," said Vice 

Admiral Girish Luthra when commissioning the ship. 

The 50-meter-long ship is fitted with three water jet propulsion systems, powered 

by marine diesel engines generating 2,720 KW power. It is armed with a 30-mm main 

gun and a number of light, medium, heavy machine guns and a shoulder-launched 

IGLA surface-to-air missile to neutralize threats from the air. Tillanchang is manned 

by 50 personnel.  

The Indian Navy has expressed concerned with the sudden rise in robberies and piracy 

in the Gulf of Aden. "Whilst the world has managed to keep the menace of piracy in the 

Gulf of Aden suppressed for some time now, five incidents of piracy and 80 incidents 

of armed robbery have been reported in this region in 2016. Most of these attacks were 

claimed by terrorist groups based in the Philippines. These are indicative of a trend 

where the distinction between traditional piracy and maritime terrorism is fading 

rapidly," Navy chief Admiral Sunil Lanba had said at a recent function in Mumbai. 

Reports point to Daesh attempting to enter India through the Rann of Kutch. Indian 

analysts surmise a future terror hit on the port facility could well involve a lone wolf 

attack. They fear a Somalia-like situation in the South Asian littorals which is the route 

that is taken by almost 60% of the region's trade. 

Source: sputniknews.com, 09 March 2017 

 

  

https://sputniknews.com/military/201703091051406065-india-terrorists-pirates/
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Maritime Security Threats Evolving from Piracy into Kidnapping and 
Terrorism        

WORLDWIDE – London-based risk consultancy Control Risks has issued their report 

for the state of global maritime security for 2016. The report records that there was a 

total of 540 incidents worldwide last year and that overall there has been a 21% 

decrease in global maritime security incidents. Much of this can be attributed to an 

83% decrease in maritime hijacks globally in 2016 compared with 2015 which is due 

to a significant decline in hijackings for theft in South-east Asia and the Gulf of Guinea 

following improvements in regional law enforcement.  However, in stark contrast to 

the decline in hijacks, maritime kidnaps increased by 44% globally in 2016, driven by 

an increase in the Gulf of Guinea compared with 2015, and a surge in offshore 

abductions in the Sulu and Celebes Seas.  

Another evolving trend in 2016 was the significant increase in cases where militants 

or terrorists targeted port infrastructure, naval and commercial vessels or offshore 

platforms, with Libya and Yemen accounting for most of these. With the continuing 

conflict between the Saudi and Gulf Arab States and the Iranian-backed Houthi 

insurgency in Yemen seeing increasingly sophisticated methods being used in attacks 

on sea going vessels this is liable to be an area of major concern throughout 2017. 

Sebastian Villyn, Maritime Risk Analyst at Control Risks commented that:  

“The trends seen globally in 2016 highlight the dynamic nature of groups engaged in 

offshore crime. The interplay between sociopolitical developments onshore and the 

frequency of offshore crime was particularly visible in the Gulf of Guinea, and it was 

also telling how assailants in different regions are responding to security measures, or 

lack thereof, for instance in South-east Asia. Despite an overall global decrease in 

maritime security incidents, high-severity cases of maritime terrorism and kidnaps 

increased. These trends are likely to continue and pose a significant threat to maritime 

operators in 2017. Operators should therefore ensure that they have access to reliable 

and up-to-date information on the current threat landscape."  

 

Source: www.handyshippingguide.com, 13 March 2017 

 

 

https://www.controlrisks.com/
http://www.handyshippingguide.com/shipping-news/threat-to-freight-as-us-navy-strikes-yemen-missile-sites-astride-critical-shipping-route_7470
http://www.handyshippingguide.com/shipping-news/maritime-security-threats-evolving-from-piracy-into-kidnapping-and-terrorism_7850
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Somali pirates suspected of hijacking ship after long layoff, expert says  

 

-Katharine Houreld 

Somali pirates are suspected of hijacking a Sri Lankan-flagged fuel freighter that sent 

a distress call, turned off its tracking system and altered course for the Somali coast, a 

piracy expert said on Tuesday.  If confirmed, Monday's incident would be the first 

hijack of a commercial ship by Somali pirates since 2012.  The Aris 13 was believed to 

be carrying eight crew, said John Steed of the aid group Oceans Beyond Piracy. Steed, 

a former British colonel, has worked on piracy for nearly a decade and is in close 

contact with naval forces tracking the ship.  "The ship reported it was being followed 

by two skiffs yesterday afternoon. Then it disappeared," he told Reuters.  

Aircraft from regional naval force EU Navfor were flying overhead to track the ship's 

progress and try to determine what was happening, he said. The 1,800-deadweight ton 

Aris 13 is owned by Panama company Armi Shipping and managed by Aurora Ship 

Management in the United Arab Emirates, according to the Equasis shipping data 

website, managed by the French transport ministry. The ship was being monitored by 

the United Kingdom Maritime Trade Organisation (UKMTO), which coordinates the 

management of all merchant ships and yachts in the Gulf of Aden area, said Noel 

Choong, head of the International Maritime Bureau’s piracy reporting center in Kuala 

Lumpur.  The UKMTO in Dubai said it had no further information "at the moment". 

The ship was headed for the Somali port of Alula, Steed said. Pirates in the town 

confirmed to Reuters they were expecting the ship. In their heyday five years ago, 

Somali pirates terrorized sailors crossing the Gulf of Aden. They launched 237 attacks 

off the coast of Somalia in 2011, the International Maritime Bureau says, and held 

hundreds of hostages. That year, Ocean's Beyond Piracy estimated the global cost of 

piracy was around $7 billion. The shipping industry bore around 80 percent of those 

costs, the aid group's analysis showed.  But attacks fell sharply after ship owners 

tightened security and avoided the Somali coast. Intervention by regional naval forces 

that flooded into the area helped disrupt several hijack bids and secure the strategic 

trade route that leads through the Suez Canal and links the oilfields of the Middle East 

with European ports. 

 

Source: www.reuters.com, 14 March 2017 

http://www.reuters.com/journalists/katharine-houreld
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-somalia-hijack-idUSKBN16L0EW
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Indian Navy successfully tests fires maiden AntiShip missile from 1st of 

Kalvari class submarines       

Indian Navy successfully conducts maiden firing of an AntiShip missile from 1st of 

Kalvari class submarines, during test firing in the Arabian Sea on Thursday. The 

missile has successfully hit a surface target at extended ranges during the trial firing 

which was held on Thursday morning. On Wednesday, Defence Research and 

Development Organisation successfully test-fires indigenously developed 

supersonic Interceptor Missile from Abdul Kalam Island off Odisha coast. This the 

second time that the missile has been test-fired in less than a month and is part of an 

effort to put in place a multi-layer missile defence system. 

Source: www.newsnation.in, 02 March 2017 

 

China warns US, South Korea of 'consequences' for missile system          

China has said it will take unspecified measures against a U.S. missile system being 

deployed in S. Korea, and warned that Washington and Seoul will bear the 

consequences. A Foreign Ministry spokesman said at a regular briefing Tuesday that 

China "firmly opposes" the deployment of the missile defense system, after U.S. 

missile launchers and other equipment needed for it arrived in South Korea. Geng 

Shuang said China will "definitely be taking necessary measures to safeguard our own 

security interest." Geng added that "all consequences" resulting from that will be borne 

by the U.S. and South Korea. The equipment arrived Tuesday, a day after North Korea 

test-launched four ballistic missiles into the ocean near Japan. 

Source: www.cnbc.com, 07 March 2017 

 

 

http://www.newsnation.in/india-news/indian-navy-conducts-maiden-firing-of-an-antiship-missile-from-1st-of-kalvari-class-submarines-article-163175.html
http://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/07/china-warns-us-korea-of-consequences-for-missile-system.html
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Aircraft carrier INS Viraat decommissioned       

MUMBAI: Aircraft carrier INS Viraat today sailed into sunset, after 30 years with the 

Indian Navy. The warship was decommissioned this evening, at an impressive 

ceremony onboard and in the presence of Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba and top 

armed forces officials. INS Viraat was the second centaur-class aircraft carrier which 

was in service with Indian Navy for 30 years. The aircraft carrier, in its earlier avatar, 

had won the Falklands War against Argentina in 1982 for the Royal British Navy. It 

weighs about 27,800 tonnes and served in the British Navy as HMS Hermes from 

November 1959 to April 1984 and after refurbishment, was commissioned into the 

Indian Navy. 

In the late 80s, Indian Navy purchased it at the cost of USD 65 million and was re-

commissioned on 12 May 1987. On its last day in service today, the fate of the aircraft 

carrier remained unclear as to whether it will be converted into a luxury hotel or head 

to the scrapyard to be broken up. "We would like to have Viraat as a museum or a 

diving spot in Mumbai," the Navy chief told reporters after the ceremony. 

A senior Navy official told PTI that the Defence Ministry is yet to take a decision on a 

proposal from the Andhra Pradesh government to convert it into an entertainment 

hub in Visakhapatnam through a joint venture with the Centre. The Navy is keen on 

an early decision to avoid INS Viraat meeting the same fate as its predecessor INS 

Vikrant, which eventually went to the scrapyard.  

Over the AP government's proposal to convert the decommissioned Viraat into a 

maritime museum, Lanba said, "We will examine the proposal. But (on) financing it 

for the conversion, the decision will be taken by the defence ministry." 

To a query on whether there was a proposal from two-wheeler manufacturer Bajaj 

Auto, the navy chief said, "I have not heard of any such proposal." The question was 

asked in the context of aircraft carrier INS Vikrant's parts used by Bajaj Auto for 

making its limited-edition two-wheeler, after decommissioning of that warship. 

     

The Defence Ministry last wrote to all the coastal states to put forward proposals on 

INS Viraat, but only Andhra Pradesh proposed to convert it into an offshore luxury 

hotel and build a Marina along with an entertainment zone around it, a Navy official 

said.  

Source: www.newindianexpress.com, 07 March 2017 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2017/mar/06/aircraft-carrier-ins-viraat-decommissioned-1578412.html
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Indian Navy to Decommission Tu-142M Maritime Reconnaissance 

Aircraft This Month                   

Indian Navy will decommission its Soviet-origin Tupolev-142M turboprop long-range 

maritime reconnaissance aircraft later this month. The ‘Albatross’ (Tu-142M) are 

being replaced by 12 Poseidon-8I long-range patrol aircraft India bought from US for 

$3.2 billion. Eight of these aircraft have already been inducted in the Navy. The 

Poseidon are armed with Harpoon Block-II missiles, MK-54 lightweight torpedoes and 

rockets, Economic Times reported Wednesday. The Tu-142M aircraft will now be 

retired at the naval air station INS Rajali in Arakkonam in Tamil Nadu at a ceremony 

on March 29," ET quoted an unnamed officer as saying.  

The fuel-guzzling TU-142M aircraft were the first true LRMR of the Indian Navy. With 

a 50-metre wing-span and a combat radius of 6,500-km, the TU-142M has a speed of 

around 850 kmph. "They also have the highest-flying altitude among turboprops, with 

an operational ceiling of over 13,000 metre," said an officer.  With a 10-member crew, 

the TU-142Ms can also carry at least five torpedoes as well as free-fall bombs and depth 

charges. "But the sensors and weapon systems of TU-142Ms have become outdated 

with age, apart from requiring heavy maintenance and costly spare parts," said an 

officer.  "If the TU-142Ms were hawk-eyes, the P-8Is are far more potent intelligent 

hawk-eyes," he added. This comes in the backdrop of Chinese submarines, both 

conventional as well as nuclear, making forays into the IOR on a regular basis now, 

with an operational turnaround at Karachi, as was earlier reported by TOI. 

Source: www.defenseworld.net, 08 March 2017 

 

Report: Japan’s Largest Warship Heading to South China Sea, Will Train 

with U.S., Indian Navies      

-Sam LaGrone 

One of Japan’s largest warship is set to conduct three months of operations in the 

South China Sea, according to a Monday report in Reuters. The 24,000-

ton JS Izumo (DDH-183) will depart in May from its homeport in Yokosuka, Japan for 

a series of port visits and exercises running into August. The ship, “will make stops in 

Singapore, Indonesia, the Philippines and Sri Lanka before joining the Malabar joint 

naval exercise with Indian and U.S. naval vessels in the Indian Ocean in July,” reported 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/defence/after-viraat-navy-to-bid-adieu-to-albatross-patrol-aircraft/articleshow/57523273.cms
http://www.defenseworld.net/news/18643/Indian_Navy_To_Decommission_Tu_142M_Maritime_Reconnaissance_Aircraft_This_Month#.WMfQ43-UK2k
https://news.usni.org/author/slagrone
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-japan-navy-southchinasea-exclusive-idUSKBN16K0UP


Page 19 of 58 
 

the wire. “The aim is to test the capability of the Izumo by sending it out on an extended 

mission,” a source told Reuters. “It will train with the U.S. Navy in the South China 

Sea.” A U.S. defense official told USNI News on Monday that there were training 

events with the Japanese Maritime Self Defense Forces planned for the period but did 

not outline specifics. Izumo is one of two helicopter carriers the Japanese have built 

for the stated claim of anti-submarine warfare and humanitarian aid and disaster relief 

operations. The ship entered into service in 2015 and its sister ship Kaga is set to 

commission this year. Both ships field seven Mitsubishi-built SH-60k ASW helicopters 

and seven AgustaWestland MCM-101 mine countermeasure (MCM) helicopters, 

according to U.S. Naval Institute’s Combat Fleets of the World. Both ships can also 

accommodate U.S. Marine Corps MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft. 

Japanese officials have said the threat of an expanded Chinese submarine fleet was a 

key driver of Japan developing the ship class. Izumo’s ASW capability fits in with the 

goals of Malabar 2017 trilateral exercise with India and the U.S., according to a 

December interview with U.S. 7th Fleet commander Adm. Joseph Aucoin with the 

Press Trust of India. Aucoin promised a larger and more complex ASW exercise in 

2017 that would combine new capabilities of the Indian and U.S. forces in the region 

– like the Indian and U.S. P-8A and Indian P-8I ASW aircraft. 

Beijing, for its part, has been vocally opposed to Japan operating warships in the South 

China Sea and leaned on memories of Imperial Japanese actions in World War II. 

“Japan should reflect upon rather than forget what it has done during the aggression, 

act and speak cautiously on issues concerning the East China Sea and the South China 

Sea, and make more efforts to increase mutual trust with its neighbors and promote 

regional peace and stability instead of sowing discord,” Chinese Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs spokesman Hong Lei said last year. The deployment comes as the Trump 

administration has said it will be more aggressive in ensuring freedom of international 

waterways in the region. In addition to the size of the ship, the helicopter carriers name 

sends its own message. 

Source: news.usni.org, 13 March 2017 

 

Taiwan receives two US Navy frigates 

 Two decommissioned U.S. Navy frigates reserved for Taiwan were handed over last 

week; however, analysts say Taiwan needs to put into place an ambitious plan to boost 

https://news.usni.org/2015/08/27/japan-launches-second-helicopter-carrier
https://news.usni.org/2015/08/27/japan-launches-second-helicopter-carrier
http://www.usni.org/store/books/naval-institute-guide-combat-fleets-world-16th-edition
http://www.newsbharati.com/Encyc/2016/12/17/21st-edition-of-Malabar-2017
http://www.newsbharati.com/Encyc/2016/12/17/21st-edition-of-Malabar-2017
https://news.usni.org/2017/03/13/report-japans-largest-warship-heading-south-china-sea
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its naval capabilities against China’s increasingly powerful forces.   According to a 

report in the Taipei Times, the decommissioned Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigates 

Gary and Taylor were signed over to Taiwan on March 9 at a ceremony in Charleston, 

South Carolina.   The two ships were reactivated in Charleston by VSE Corporation. 

Following the handover, they are scheduled to enter service with Taiwan’s Republic of 

China Navy, or RoCN, by the end of May. Taiwan had initially requested four 

decommissioned Perry-class frigates, which the Obama administration approved in 

late 2014, but the East Asian island nation eventually settled on only two for an 

estimated cost of $177 million.   

According to Michal Thim, a Taiwan defense specialist with the Prague-based 

Association for International Affairs, the reactivated frigates are being earmarked to 

replace some of the six Knox-class frigates that serve in the anti-submarine 

role.   Taiwan’s other main naval combatants are four Kidd-class destroyers, which like 

the frigates are also decommissioned U.S Navy vessels. The RoCN also has six French 

La Fayette-class and a further eight license-built Perry-class frigates. These are fitted 

with Taiwanese Hsuing-Feng II anti-ship missiles, and will eventually include the 

supersonic HF-3, which is being retrofitted on the latter ships. It is unclear if Taiwan 

intends to bring the two frigates up to similar standards as their locally built 

equivalents, although the 2015 notification issued by the Defense and Security 

Cooperation Agency on the transfer of the ships includes the AN/SQR-19 Multi-

Function Towed Array as part of the transfer. Taiwan had previously been blocked 

from acquiring the AN/SQR-19, and the retention of the system onboard the ships 

points to an anti-submarine focus in line with the Knox-class ships they will replace.   

While not exactly cutting edge, the two ships add much needed capability to Taiwan’s 

Navy, which has found itself at the end of a determined effort by China to 

diplomatically isolate Taiwan. China uses its substantial economic and political clout 

to restrict the sale of advanced weapons to Taiwan, which it sees as a renegade 

province.   The U.S. does, however, maintain strong de facto diplomatic relations with 

Taiwan’s government, and the Taiwan Relations Act enacted by Congress in 1979 

commits the United States to “make available to Taiwan such defense articles and 

defense services in such quantity as may be necessary to enable Taiwan to maintain a 

sufficient self-defense capability." Although in reality that has meant the most 

advanced U.S. weapons are out of Taiwan’s reach so as to avoid incurring China’s 

wrath.  This has resulted in Taiwan trying to build up its indigenous defense industry, 

which has made strides in the research, design and development of advanced weapons. 

Although as Thim and Taipei-based military and cybersecurity analyst Yen-Fan Liao 

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/front/archives/2017/03/13/2003666662
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wrote in The Jamestown Foundation’s "China Brief" last year, Taiwan "will still need 

U.S. assistance in regards to sales or technology transfer of key components."  Taiwan 

previously had an ambitious list of 12 new shipbuilding and force modernization 

programs spanning 23-years and costing almost $15 billion. This list included new 

amphibious ships and submarines, as well as the eventual recapitalization of the 

RoCN’s surface combatants.   

However, Thim told Defense News that priority should also be given to the 

development of the Hsun-Lien combat system. Similar to the U.S. Navy’s Aegis System 

that Taiwan has previously tried unsuccessfully to acquire along with the Mk 41 

Vertical Launch System, the Hsun-Lien combat system will be paired with a locally 

developed phased-array radar to provide fleet air defense against adversarial aircraft 

and anti-ship missiles.  

 

Source: www.defensenews.com, 14 March 2017 
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Gener8 Maritime, Inc.’s (GNRT), a stock from Shipping Industry, has a 

value of $4.97 per share, reports a price change of 1.84%        

Gener8 Maritime, Inc. (GNRT), a stock from Shipping Industry, has a value of $4.97 

per share, noted a price change of 1.84% in recent trade close.  The price to sales ratio 

is 1.04. The lower price P/S ratio indicates attractive the investment. A low P/S can 

also be effective in valuing growth stocks that have suffered a temporary setback. A 

low P/S ratio may indicate possible undervaluation, while a ratio that is significantly 

above the average may suggest overvaluation. Abbreviated as the P/S ratio or PSR, this 

ratio is also known as a “sales multiple” or “revenue multiple.” Annual earnings per 

share (EPS) growth noted at 21.80% in past 5 Years. The company is estimating to 

achieve earnings per share (EPS) growth of 448.80% in this year and the earnings per 

share (EPS) growth expected to be -64.08% in the next year. The stock has P/B of 0.29. 

The price-to-book ratio (P/B Ratio) is a ratio used to compare a stock’s market value 

to its book value. It is calculated by dividing the current closing price of the stock by 

the latest quarter’s book value per share. A lower P/B ratio could mean that the stock 

is undervalued. However, it could also mean that something is fundamentally wrong 

with the company. As with most ratios, be aware that this varies by industry. This ratio 

also gives some idea of whether you’re paying too much for what would be left if the 

company went bankrupt immediately. 

Analysts mean Recommendation on a stock is noted at 1.90. Analyst Recommendation 

is an outlook of a stock-market analyst on a stock. Rating Scale: 1.0 represent “Strong 

Buy” and 2.0 signify “Buy” 3.0 while shows “Hold”. 4.0 display “Sell” and 5.0 reveal 

“Strong Sell” rating. The performance for week is 2.26% and the performance for 

quarter is at 22.11%. The performance for month is 1.64% and the performance for half 

year is -0.60%. Its monthly volatility value of 4.51% and volatility for the week is valued 

at 4.30%. The performance for Year to Date (YTD) is 10.94%. 84.00% shares of the 

company possessed by Institutional Investors. The net percent change held by 

Institutional Investors has seen a change of -2.05% in last three-month period. 

Insiders own 1.00% of Gener8 Maritime, Inc. (GNRT) shares. During last six-month 

record, the net percent change kept by insiders has observed a change of 0.00%. 
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Indicating how profitable this stock is relative to its assets, the ROA value is observed 

at 4.00%. The ROA tells us exactly what earnings were generated from the invested 

capital. A ROI of 6.60% for the company evaluates and compares the efficiency of the 

various numbers of investments relative to the cost of investments. The price-earnings 

ratio (P/E Ratio) is 3.85. P/E Ratio is for valuing a company that measures its current 

share price relative to its per-share earnings. The price to earnings ratio indicates the 

expected price of a share based on its earnings. As a company’s earnings per share 

being to rise, so does their market value per share. A company with a high P/E ratio 

usually indicated positive future performance and investors are willing to pay more for 

this company’s shares. A company with a lower ratio, on the other hand, is usually an 

indication of poor current and future performance. This could prove to be a poor 

investment. 

Source: www.streetupdates.com, 02 March 2017 

 

India’s Azhikkal port may come in Central plan  

The government has initiated moves to include the development of the Azhikkal port, 

Kannur, in the Sagarmala scheme launched by the Centre for modernisation of 

Indian ports, Minister for Ports Kadannappally Ramachandran told the Assembly on 

Wednesday. Replying to a calling attention motion moved by K.M. Shaji, he said 

efforts were on to provide connectivity to the Azhikkal port under the Bharat Mala 

project of the Central government. Land acquisition had been expedited for a 2-km 

railway corridor between Azhikkal and Valapattanam. 

Wharf work 

The Minister told the House that the construction of a 226-m-long wharf and 

installation of a crane at the port had been completed. 

Source: www.thehindu.com, 02 March 2017 

 

 

http://www.streetupdates.com/2017/03/02/gener8-maritime-inc-s-gnrt-a-stock-from-shipping-industry-has-a-value-of-4-97-per-share-reports-a-price-change-of-1-84/
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-national/tp-kerala/azhikkal-port-may-come-in-central-plan/article17391402.ece
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Analysis of the Union Budget 2017: The Maritime Context     

-Vasudha Chawla 

 

Lately, the apex political leadership in India has clearly enunciated the nation’s vision 

to develop its comprehensive maritime power. The vision seeks to revive India 

erstwhile maritime heritage and make concerted maritime endeavours in tandem with 

its extended regional neighbourhood to satiate the overall national objective of 

economic development and prosperity for its citizens. During his 2015 visit to 

Mauritius, for instance, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi enunciated the mantra of 

‘Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR, meaning ‘Ocean’). This was 

followed by his reiteration of India’s maritime vision during the International Fleet 

Review in Vishakhapatnam and at Maritime India Summit in Mumbai, both in 2016. 

He linked the deep-blue ‘Chakra’ (wheel) in India’s national Flag to the oceans and the 

nation’s past maritime glory, prodding his countrymen to see the ‘chakra’ as the vital 

node of maritime energy to revitalize the nation’s economy. Consequent to laying 

down this broad framework, the Indian government has worked hard towards 

developing all facets of the nation’s maritime potential. A particular emphasis has been 

laid upon maritime infrastructure and connectivity, as exemplified by Project 

Sagarmala. 

In this context, the various sectors of national activities linked to the maritime domain 

may have expected the Union Budget FY 2017-18 to reflect India’s resurgent maritime 

vision. However, the text of the budget was disappointing, to say the least.  Firstly, the 

budget did not indicate any emphasis on the maritime sector as a whole. The text was 

even devoid of the word ‘maritime’. Secondly, while the allocation to few maritime 

sectors like shipping and inland waterways was mentioned, these were clubbed with 

other non-maritime sectors like rail and road. The text said,  

1.  “Railways, roads and rivers are the lifeline of our country. We are now in a position 

to synergise the investments in railways, roads, waterways and civil aviation. For 

2017-18, the total capital and development expenditure of Railways has been pegged 

at ₹1,31,000 crores.” 

2. “In the road sector, I have stepped up the Budget allocation for highways from 

₹57,976 crores in BE 2016-17 to ₹64,900 crores in 2017-18. 2,000 kms of coastal 

connectivity roads have been identified for construction and development. This will 

facilitate better connectivity with ports and remote villages.” 
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3.  “An effective multi modal logistics and transport sector will make our economy more 

competitive.  A specific programme for development of multi-modal logistics parks, 

together with multi modal transport facilities, will be drawn up and implemented.” 

4. “For transportation sector, as a whole, including rail, roads, shipping, I have 

provided ₹2,41,387 crores in 2017-18.  This magnitude of investment will spur a huge 

amount of economic activity across the country and create more job opportunities.” 

The allocation mentioned is a total of all the modes of transport, where maritime 

sectors are clubbed with non-maritime sectors. The mention of waterways and rivers 

is included in the railways budget (point 1), but would it help the development of 

waterways? The allocated amount of ₹1,31,000 crores is clearly stated for railways. The 

rivers and waterways are an independent sub-sector, which can be combined for a 

multi-modal transportation as mentioned in point 3. These maritime sub-sectors have 

been neglected over a long period of time, and thus, a separate budget would have 

helped it develop, to further complement the overall transportation sector.  

We can also see a slight mention of coastal connectivity in the roadways budget, which 

can be considered as one step forward towards the development of ports. It would, 

undoubtedly, help in better connectivity of the ports with the hinterland, and further 

enhancing our logistics network.  

The overall transportation budget is ₹2,41,387 crores as mentioned above (point 4). 

Out of this amount, ₹1,31,000 crores have been allocated for railways and ₹57,976 

crores for roadways. Of the remaining amount of ₹73,024, how much is allocated to 

shipping and inland waterways remains to be seen.  

A trivial mention about few maritime sectors was made in the Union Budget FY 2014-

15, covering port development, industrial corridors on the coastline, shipping, and 

development of inland waterways, especially River Ganga. In comparison to the 

current budget, this budget was incrementally a better budget. The current budget is 

certainly not in tandem with the vision of our Prime Minister. 

As far as maritime security is concerned, Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard are 

responsible for the country’s maritime security. The two forces are comparatively 

smaller, but are more technologically driven. The defence allocation saw a mere 

increase of six per cent, and government’s ‘Make in India’ initiative seems to nose dive. 

This indicates that the Modi government is not serious, as also mentioned in an article 
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on defence budget allocation. There is a sure need for a comprehensive maritime 

budget for India to rise as a maritime nation.  

The defence allocation for FY 2017-18 saw a meagre increase of six per cent. A large 

part of it has been absorbed in the Revenue Budget, which includes salaries and 

pensions. The budget for modernization of Indian Navy and Coast Guard, the primary 

maritime security agencies, is likely to be insufficient. Thus, protection of India’s 

maritime interests would be a challenging mandate for the two forces.  

For an area where 90% of the world trade goes through the sea, there is a negligible 

mention of maritime aspects in the budget. Our prime Minister surely has a vision, 

which is prominent in his Sagarmala initiatives mentioned during his international 

visits, but there doesn’t seem to be any roadmap for the same. India needs a 

comprehensive roadmap for its maritime heritage, which includes various sub-sectors 

including security, shipping, inland waterways, ports, connectivity, coastal industrial 

clusters, etc., to develop as a maritime nation.  

Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 03 March 2017 

 

Government exhorts importers to use direct port delivery facility  

The government is exhorting importers to use the Direct Port Delivery (DPD) facility, 

an initiative aimed at reducing dwell time and transaction costs.  The Direct Port 

Delivery (DPD) is a major initiative of the Centre under programmes like Make in 

India and Ease of Doing Business and very important drive for reduction of dwell time 

and transaction cost, the Ministry of Shipping said in a statement today.  

 

It said that experts at a workshop on "Direct Port Delivery at Indian Ports Challenges 

and Opportunities" organised by the Bureau of Research on Industry & Economic 

Fundamentals (BRIEF) stressed on motivating importers to avail this facility.  

JNPT port officials said importers have helped it in achieving 8-fold rise in DPD 

registration in January 2017 alone.  The officials said JNPT, one of the 12 major ports 

in the country, was giving much stress on support to importers in facilitating this 

initiative. To create awareness about this initiative JNPT has been conducting series 

of events to reach out at all levels of stakeholders, it said. A report presented by BRIEF 

http://www.maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636240944322459994.pdf
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on 'Policy Brief on DPD' corroborated the hike in DPD customer base at JNPT and 

found it very encouraging.  

Source: economictimes.indiatimes.com, 02 March 2017 

 

 

China to expand marine corps for deployment in Gwadar, Djibouti     

China is set to increase the number of its marine corps from 20,000 to one lakh as part 

of plans to deploy them overseas for the first time, including at the strategic Gwadar 

port in Pakistan and military logistics base in Djibouti in the Indian Ocean. The 

expansion is planned to protect China’s maritime lifelines and its growing interests 

overseas, Hong-Kong based South China Morning Post reported on Monday. Some 

members would be stationed at ports China operates in Djibouti and Gwadar in 

southwest Pakistan, Chinese military insiders and experts were quoted as saying. 

Gwadar port is a deep-sea port next to the Strait of Hormuz, the key oil route in and 

out of the Persian Gulf, built with Chinese funding and operated by mainland firms. 

Although the port is not home to any PLA installation, navy ships are expected to dock 

at the facility in the near future, the report said. Gwadar also connects the USD 46 

billion China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) through PoK with China’s Xinjiang. 

Reports from Pakistan said the country itself is setting up Special Security Division 

comprising 15,000 troops, including 9,000 Pakistan Army soldiers and 6,000 para-

military forces personnel to protect CPEC and Chinese personnel. The expanded 

Chinese marine corps is part of a wider push to refocus the world’s largest army away 

from winning a land war based on sheer numbers and towards meeting a range of 

security scenarios using highly specialised units, the report said. Towards that end, 

Chinese President Xi Jinping is reducing the size of the People’s Liberation Army 

(PLA) by three lakhs, with nearly all of the cuts coming from the land forces, it said. 

For this, two brigades of special combat soldiers had already been moved to the 

marines, nearly doubling its size to 20,000, and more brigades would be added, the 

report said. “The PLA marines will be increased to 100,000, consisting of six brigades 

in the coming future to fulfil new missions of our country,” it quoted a source as saying. 

The size of the navy would also grow 15 per cent from its current estimated size of 2.35 

lakh personnel. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/economy/policy/government-exhorts-importers-to-use-direct-port-delivery-facility/articleshow/57432654.cms
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China this year plans to increase its defence spending by about seven per cent to USD 

152 billion. Much of it was expected to go to the navy as China plans to spread its 

influence far from its shores. Traditionally, marines have mostly operated only in 

China’s coastal areas, as their role was limited by their relatively small numbers and 

basic equipment, Beijing-based naval expert Li Jie said. 

But a bigger corps could be deployed much farther afield as the navy takes on more 

challenges. “Besides its original missions of a possible war with Taiwan, maritime 

defence in the East and South China seas, it’s also foreseeable that the PLA Navy’s 

mission will expand overseas, including protection of China’s national security in the 

Korean peninsula, the country’s maritime lifelines, as well as offshore supply deports 

like in Djibouti and Gwadar port in Pakistan,” Li said. Beijing has one aircraft carrier 

and is building one more with a third in the pipeline. China is constructing a naval 

base in Djibouti to provide what it calls logistical support in one of the world’s busiest 

waterways in the Indian Ocean. China denies it is an overseas military base but a 

logistics centre which will be used mostly for resupply purposes for anti-piracy, 

humanitarian and peacekeeping operations. 

Liu Xiaojiang, a former navy political commissar, said the maritime force would take 

on an increasingly central role in the military. “China is a maritime country and as we 

defend our maritime rights and develop our interests, the status of the navy will be 

more important,” Liu told reporters on the sidelines of China’s parliament session. 

Macau-based military observer Antony Wong Dong said an expanded marine corps 

could help maintain security for China’s ‘One Belt One Road’ initiative. The plan calls 

for new trade and investment links stretching from Southeast Asia to eastern Europe, 

and will likely see Chinese companies as well as their workers operating in high-risk 

areas such as Pakistan and Afghanistan. The marines were established in the 1950s in 

the aftermath of the civil war between China’s Communists and Chiang Kai-shek’s 

Nationalists who fled to Taiwan. For decades, Taiwan had the second-largest marine 

force in the world, after the United States, but its stature began to decline in the 1990s 

when Beijing began pursuing claims in the South China Sea. 

Source: indianexpress.com, 13 March 2017 

 

 

http://indianexpress.com/article/world/cpec-indian-ocean-logistics-base-4567831/
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Major Indian ports to get 16 new cargo scanners    

With cargo rising, sixteen container scanners will be installed across major ports in 

the country, of which ten are in the process of being procured and should be 

operational in the next six months. Cargo traffic across major ports during the initial 

ten months of the year rose 7.14% to 535.35 million tonne. Five of the thirteen major 

ports in India – Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT), New Mangalore, Kamarajar 

(Ennore), Vizag and Kolkata – will receive these devices in the first phase as they either 

have insufficient scanners or none at all. 

The move will benefit Indian exporters who suffer losses when containers that are not 

scanned are shipped back. The sole reason for scanning the containers is security and 

countries like the US have made it a legislation to allow only those import containers 

that are scanned. In the past, these scanners have also helped in detecting illegal items 

being shipped. "During our Annual General Meeting held, one of the discussions was 

on buying mobile and fixed container scanners for various major ports across the 

country. There are ports that already have these scanners, but more of them are needed 

due to higher capacity being handled. Similarly, those ports not having it (scanners) 

are also being supplied with this equipment," said Sanjay Bhatia, chairman of Indian 

Ports Association (IPA), the apex body of major ports under the Ministry of Shipping. 

Seven national and international firms have participated in the ongoing bids and 

security clearance of these companies is awaited. Thereafter, their quotations will be 

opened and orders would be placed. Of the ten scanners that will come under the first 

phase, seven are X-Ray mobile container scanners worth around Rs 15 crore each and 

the rest are drive-through road container scanners worth approximately Rs 30 crore 

each. The ports handling major proportion of the container traffic will be supplied 

these scanners first. JNPT, which has one X-Ray mobile container scanner, will receive 

three more scanning devices. Under the second phase, six more scanners will be 

bought, five of which will be X-Ray mobile container scanners and one drive-through 

rail container scanner. The next phase is likely to take off during the second half of 

2017. The initial round of installation of these scanners had begun in 2013 wherein 

ports of Mumbai, Chennai, Tuticorin and Kandla were selected. Though there are 

scanning facilities at these ports, still not all the cargo is subject to radiation-based 

security checks. Only some containers are randomly selected for surveillance. 

Source: www.dnaindia.com, 14 March 2017 

http://www.dnaindia.com/money/report-major-ports-to-get-16-new-cargo-scanners-2351795
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Human Pollution May Be Fertilizing the Oceans. That’s Not a Good Thing  

-Ben Panko 

Scientists now understand how the carbon and methane emissions from our cars, 

livestock and electricity use are helping drive dramatic shifts in our climate through 

their contribution to the greenhouse effect. But they’re just beginning to untangle the 

effects of some of the other pollutants we produce. For instance, iron emissions from 

coal burning and steel smelting could actually be helping the oceans thrive and suck 

up more atmospheric carbon, according to new research. If that sounds like a good 

thing, it isn’t. When we reduce our levels of iron oxide emissions—which we ultimately 

have to, to protect human and animals from inflammation and other adverse health 

effects—it will necessitate an even more drastic reduction in pollution to avoid the 

effects of climate change, the researchers warn. 

Iron is a vital nutrient for nearly all living things. Humans need it to make new blood 

cells, while many plants need it to perform photosynthesis. However, iron is relatively 

rare in the open ocean, since it mainly comes in the form of soil particles blown from 

the land. For the trillions of phytoplankton in Earth's oceans, iron is a "limiting 

nutrient," meaning the available amount of it is a natural check on these creatures' 

population size. (To prove this, scientists in the early 1990s dumped iron across a 64 

square kilometer region of the open ocean and quickly observed a doubling in the 

amount of phytoplankton biomass.) Some scientists have proposed taking advantage 

of this fact through geoengineering, or deliberately intervening in the climate system 

using technology. Much like forests on land, phytoplankton in the ocean serve as 

"carbon sinks" because they take up carbon dioxide and then take that carbon with 

them into the deep ocean when they die. Therefore, adding more iron to the seas could 

potentially make these sinks even more potent at sucking up the carbon humans have 

dumped into the atmosphere, these proponents reason. But the new research suggests 

that humans are already—albeit inadvertently—geoengineering this 

process, according to a study published today in the journal Science Advances. Despite 

its promises to halt the growth of its carbon emissions by 2030, China remains the 

world's largest producer and burner of coal and the largest manufacturer of steel. 

Along with carbon, steel smelting and coal burning release particles of iron that can 

easily be carried away by the wind. Scientists have speculated for years that all those 

MARINE ENVIRONMENT 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/smithsonian-institution-announces-official-climate-change-statement-180952822/
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0960327112446515
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0960327112446515
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v371/n6493/abs/371123a0.html
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v371/n6493/abs/371123a0.html
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ucla-study-ranks-five-ways-we-can-reduce-climate-change-180951667/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ucla-study-ranks-five-ways-we-can-reduce-climate-change-180951667/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ucla-study-ranks-five-ways-we-can-reduce-climate-change-180951667/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/ucla-study-ranks-five-ways-we-can-reduce-climate-change-180951667/
http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/3/e1601749
http://advances.sciencemag.org/content/3/3/e1601749
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/04/world/asia/china-burns-much-more-coal-than-reported-complicating-climate-talks.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/11/04/world/asia/china-burns-much-more-coal-than-reported-complicating-climate-talks.html
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emissions could be fertilizing the oceans with extra iron, thus driving phytoplankton 

population growth, says Zongbo Shi, an environmental scientist at England's 

University of Birmingham. These iron particles come in the form of iron oxides 

produced by burning, and are thus insoluble and unable to be consumed by the 

plankton on their own. However, emitted along with those iron oxide particles are 

acidic gases like sulfur dioxide and nitrous oxide, Shi says. These gases could react 

with the iron oxide molecules as they're carried through the atmosphere to form 

soluble forms of iron. "No one could prove this definitively," Shi says. He and his 

collaborators set out to fix that. In 2013, the researchers carefully collected aerosol 

particle samples from the air from a boat in the Yellow Sea between China and South 

Korea. Then, they used sophisticated electron microscopes and other detection 

techniques to parse out the composition of these particles. 

The researchers found that the particles included sulfates that contained soluble iron. 

Since there is no natural source of iron sulfates in the atmosphere, Shi says, they 

concluded that these particles must have derived from human emissions. "We have 

proved that this process indeed exists," Shi says. Phillip Boyd, a marine biogeochemist 

at the University of Tasmania who was not involved in the research, says the study 

provides "compelling evidence" that these atmospheric interactions can make emitted 

iron available to ocean life. However, the scientists are "sort of halfway there" when it 

comes to seeing how much impact manmade iron fertilization actually has, says Boyd, 

who is a leading researcher on ocean-climate interactions and geoengineering. 

Eastern China has iron-rich soil and is close to the iron-rich Gobi Desert, Boyd says, 

meaning that there is plentiful natural iron potentially seeding the oceans there. 

Determining how much of the iron in the air is from natural versus industrial sources 

will be the "acid test" for how much effect human emissions are actually having on 

ocean life, according to Boyd. Shi agrees that it is vital to understand the human 

contribution to this process. Next, he plans on working to collect more atmospheric 

and oceanic data to build a thorough model of human iron fertilization of the oceans 

going back a century. This model would also be able to predict how much impact our 

150 years of human industry have had on the levels of carbon in the atmosphere. 

It may turn out, Shi says, that our emitted iron has helped tamp down atmospheric 

carbon levels. "If the amount of soluble iron is being doubled [in the oceans]," says 

Shi, referencing a 2011 study, "then you'd expect to have something like 30 [extra] 

gigatons of carbon dioxide being absorbed by the ocean in a century." 

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/gees/shi-zongbo.aspx
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1029/2010GB003858/full
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Reducing the amount of iron being deposited into the oceans through reducing 

emissions could make efforts to reduce the greenhouse effect even harder, he says. 

"There will be less phytoplankton, less carbon dioxide absorbed by the ocean," Shi 

says. 

However, Shi is wary of proposals to dump iron into the oceans to geoengineer away 

the greenhouse effect. "Geoengineering is a very controversial subject," he notes, 

referencing the fierce debate over this kidn of large-scale human intervention and its 

many potentially unintended effects. With respect to artificial iron 

fertilization, biologists fear that it could lead to widespread algal blooms which could 

choke out oxygen from the water for other ocean creatures and lead to yet unknown 

effects. 

What’s certain is that we cannot continue spewing iron emissions at our current rate, 

says Shi, because they have been shown to cause inflammation in people who inhale 

them and could harm other living things. People may think that “by releasing iron, it 

could potentially do us a favor,” he says. But while they may help the planet, at least in 

the short term, these “particles are always not very good” for human health, he adds. 

Source: www.smithsonianmag.com, 02 March 2017 

 

 

Indonesia Pledges $1 Billion a Year to Reduce Its Ocean Waste  

-Juan Hernandez  

Indonesia just set some ambitious goals for reducing the amount of waste products 

polluting its waters. At last week’s 2017 World Oceans Summit in Bali, it was 

announced up to $1 billion will be pledged each year toward reducing the country’s 

plastic waste by 70% over the next eight years. It turns out that’s a hefty number, as 

Indonesia is only topped by China at dumping waste into the ocean, with World 

Bank estimating its quarter of a billion-people responsible for between 0.8 and 1kg 

of plastic waste each year. The plan is part of the United Nations’  Clean 

Seas campaign, with nine other countries doing everything from cutting down on 

single use plastics to creating programs for better waste management. 

http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/riled-up-about-geoengineering-24280721/
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/to-increase-salmon-populations-company-dumped-110-tons-of-iron-into-the-pacific-ocean-75807526/
http://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0960327112446515?journalCode=hetb
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/human-pollution-may-be-fertilizing-oceans-not-good-180962346/
http://www.theinertia.com/author/wan-hernandez/
http://www.cleanseas.org/
http://www.cleanseas.org/
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Indonesia’s Coordinating Minister for Maritime Affairs, Luhut Binsar Pandjaitan, 

made the announcement and proposed an emphasis on using more 

biodegradable materials like seaweed as plastic alternatives. But according to a 

report from the Guardian, much of Indonesia’s plastic pollution problem lies in a 

poor understanding of plastic waste’s impact. It’s reported that as many as 10 

million plastic bags are handed out for free in Indonesia each day. Many of those 

bags and other plastics make their way to the beaches and into the water easily, with 

the most populated cities naturally being the biggest culprits. According to the 

Regional Board for Waste Management (BPLHD), 13 percent of Jakarta’s 6,000 tons 

of waste per day is plastic litter. Denpasar contributes 10,725 tons per day and 

Palembang is responsible for 6,500 tons each day, according to BPLHD. So, last year 

a trial tax for single-use plastic bags was introduced in 23 cities in Indonesia. It 

resulted in a significant decrease in Indonesia’s marine pollution for 2016 (as much 

as 50%), but both businesses and consumers were still resistant to the tax.  

So exactly what that $1 billion will go to each year isn’t very clear at this point. 

Education programs, sticking with the taxes on single-use plastics, infrastructure, 

making alternative packaging available, or all of the above? Either way, it seems like 

a good wake up call now that we’ve seen how much plastic is making its way into the 

ocean around these 17,000 islands. 

Source: www.theinertia.com, 02 March 2017 

 

Plastic Pollution toll on Wildlife expected to rise to 95%, G20 to hear 

- Peter Hannam 

More than half the world's turtles and two-thirds of some bird species along Australia's 

east coast are being found to have ingested plastics as the toll from pollution mounts, 

a leading CSIRO researcher said. With plastic production almost doubling each 

decade, the world's oceans are receiving a proportional increase in plastic waste. On 

current projections, by mid-century, some 95 per cent of all sea birds will be found 

with plastic inside them, said Denise Hardesty, a senior CSIRO research scientist, said. 

"Birds are top predators and a really good indication of the eco-system health of our 

oceans," Dr Hardesty told Fairfax Media. "Humans are increasingly reliant on our 

oceans for our food and livelihood." 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/the-coral-triangle/2017/mar/02/indonesia-pledges-us1-billion-a-year-to-curb-ocean-waste
http://www.theinertia.com/environment/indonesia-pledges-1-billion-a-year-to-reduce-its-ocean-waste/
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The threat of rising marine pollution will this week be discussed at a workshop of the 

G20 group of nations for the first time. "It's clearly an issue that's gaining 

increased global attention," she said. While Australia contributes a relatively small 

share of the world's marine plastic pollution, waters near the continent are among the 

areas where wildlife is suffering disproportionately. 

According to a research paper Dr Hardesty co-wrote in 2015, the impacts on sea 

birdlife are expected to be concentrated in regions such as the southern Tasman Sea 

and the south-west Indian Ocean. These areas deserve particular attention because 

they are currently relatively rich in biodiversity and face multiple threats. "Many 

seabird species in this region also suffer from other sources of mortality, including 

ongoing bycatch in fisheries and predation by invasive species on breeding colonies, 

and achieving effective management in these remote and often international regions 

is a significant challenge," the paper noted. While the findings were "a bit of wake-up 

call", the CSIRO is leading the response such as by developing techniques to detect 

plastics within birds. These include swabs that can identify plasticising chemicals 

found in the preening oil birds produce naturally to waterproof their wings, Dr 

Hardesty said. The research agency's modelling has also been used by US agencies and 

will soon be made available to about 20 nations from India to South Africa and 

Thailand to China to help them model and managed plastic waste ending up in their 

coastal waters. "It's a tractable, solvable problem," Dr Hardesty said. "Most of what 

ends up in the oceans was in somebody's hand at some point."  

Since sea birds are often near the top of the food chain, their health can also be 

indicator of the condition of other marine life - much of which is also ingesting plastics. 

"Do I want plastics on my dinner plate?" Dr Hardesty said, noting that while 

consumers would be unlikely to eat the digestive tracts of fish, many of the toxins and 

chemicals contained in plastic are absorbed in the tissue of fish. The physical effects 

on sea birds that consume plastic include gut obstruction and death. Those that 

survive typically experience reduced available stomach volume that may lead to 

lower weight. The poor condition of fledglings is also likely to lead to increased 

mortality among juveniles. In addition, high plastic loads are correlated with increased 

organic pollutants, straining bird populations further, the paper noted. 

Source: www.smh.com.au, 06 march 2017 

 

http://www.smh.com.au/environment/plastic-pollution-toll-on-wildlife-expected-to-rise-to-95-per-cent-catches-attention-of-g20-20170306-gurkp0.html
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My Turn: Arctic Council can protect environment by promoting ban on 

fuel oil     

- Liana James 

This week the eight permanent members of the Arctic Council, six organizations that 

represent the Arctic indigenous peoples and numerous observer states are meeting in 

Juneau, Alaska, as the U.S. heads into the final months of its two-year Council 

chairmanship. Because the Arctic is warming at a rate twice as fast as the rest of the 

planet, there is a tremendous urgency to address the causes of climate change in the 

Arctic. With this in mind, the Arctic Council has been studying the specific role of 

short-lived climate pollutants (primarily methane and black carbon) in the Arctic 

region for several years. It now has the chance to act. 

While oil and gas developments in the Arctic threaten to become a significant source 

of atmospheric methane, there are many sources of black carbon, which is the 

strongest light-absorbing component of particulate matter and a critical contributor 

to human-induced climate warming. These sources include diesel engines, forest fires, 

agricultural burning and burning heavy fuel oil (HFO). The use of HFO as shipping 

fuel is expected to increase dramatically due to the significant loss of Arctic sea ice 

coverage and the availability of Arctic shipping lanes for longer periods of the year. In 

fact, an analysis by the U.S. Coast Guard found that expanding commercial ventures 

in the Arctic have increased maritime traffic in the Bering Strait and that from 2008 

to 2012, traffic through the Bering Strait increased by 118 percent. In addition, the U.S. 

Committee on the Marine Transportation System projects that shipping will increase 

by at least 75 percent from 2013 to 2025 in the U.S. Arctic alone. 

Although new shipping activity will create economic opportunities for the region, it 

will also increase both the climate and spill risks associated with using HFO as 

shipping fuel. Due to the incomplete combustion of HFO, burning HFO produces a 

significant amount of black carbon, which warms the atmosphere through two 

different mechanisms. First, when black carbon rises up in the air, it directly warms 

the Arctic atmosphere by absorbing solar radiation that would otherwise have been 

reflected to space. Second, when black carbon is deposited on light-colored surfaces, 

such as Arctic snow and ice, it reduces the amount of sunlight reflected back into space. 

This process results in the retention of heat and ultimately contributes to accelerated 

melting of Arctic snow and ice. In fact, a recent study published by the Arctic Council 

found that black carbon emitted from in-Arctic sources has five times the warming 
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effect than black carbon emitted at mid-latitudes. A primary reason for this is that a 

much higher fraction of within-Arctic black carbon emissions deposit on snow and sea 

ice than mid-latitude emissions. 

Furthermore, not only is the use of HFO an enormous source of black carbon, but in 

the event of an oil spill arising from a shipping accident, HFO is also virtually 

impossible to clean up as it quickly emulsifies on the ocean surface. A shortage of 

“detailed navigational charts, reliable weather forecasting, vessel traffic separation 

protocols, search and rescue infrastructure, and overall maritime domain awareness” 

make effectively cleaning up an HFO spill even more unlikely, as highlighted by the 

State of Alaska’s Northern Waters Task Force. 

The IMO has already implemented a ban on the use of HFO in Antarctica, an 

ecosystem that is equally vulnerable to disturbance and pollution. Phasing out the use 

of HFO in the Arctic will not completely eliminate climate change, but its continued 

use in the Arctic not only undercuts climate mitigation efforts, but it also poses a 

substantial threat to the marine environment. It is time for the Arctic Council to fully 

acknowledge the risks associated with the use of HFO as shipping fuel and call for 

transition to alternative fuels. 

Source: pacificenvironment.org, 07 March 2017 

 

ETI project aims to reduce emissions from global shipping industry    

Cramlington-based AVID Technology will lead the £3.6m Energy Technologies 

Institute (ETI) project with support from RED Engineering Limited, Hexham, 

Newcastle-based Royston Power and France’s Enogia. On completion of the 

development stage, the 26-month project could see a waste heat recovery system 

installed on an offshore support vessel by the end of 2018 ahead of a further six months 

of testing. “Unlike other forms of transport, the marine industry has yet to establish a 

credible alternative to fossil fuels so the immediate priority is to achieve substantial 

carbon dioxide reductions by reducing fuel consumption,” said “The technology 

solution we’re targeting with our partners is based on improving fuel efficiency by 

recovering heat energy from the exhaust stream therefore reducing the electrical load 

provided by the ship’s generators and by lowering the temperature of the exhaust gas 

by converting heat to electricity,” Ryan Maughan, managing director of AVID 

https://pacificenvironment.org/in-the-news/turn-arctic-council-can-protect-environment-promoting-ban-fuel-oil/
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Technology, a designer and manufacturer of electrically powered systems for low 

emission vehicles. ETI hopes the technology being developed will be capable of 

deployment on marine vessels including chemical tankers, general cargo vessels, 

container feeders, offshore support vessels and roll on roll off passenger ships. Paul 

Trinick, the ETI’s HDV Marine Waste Heat Recovery System Project Manager said: 

“We’ve established that a 30 per cent fleet fuel consumption reduction can be achieved 

by using a combination of innovative technologies, including waste heat recovery 

systems, with an approximate payback period of just two years. “It is important that 

we now develop and demonstrate this technology to provide confidence to shipping 

owners and operators that it can deliver tangible efficiencies and savings under real 

world conditions.” 

Source: www.theengineer.co.uk, 09 March 2017 

 

EPA seeks heavier penalties for marine pollution after oil spill     

Taipei, March 13 (CNA) The Environmental Protection Administration (EPA) will 

propose a draft law amendment to increase the maximum fine for marine pollution 

from NT$1.5 million (US$48,523) to NT$300 million, an EPA official said Monday. 

 The EPA is drafting an amendment to the Marine Pollution Control Act and setting 

up standards and guidelines for imposing penalties based on the size of ships and the 

financial conditions of ship owners in violation of the law, said Yeh Chun-hung (葉俊

宏), director of the EPA's Department of Water Quality. The draft amendment will also 

contain a clause encouraging people to report infractions and offering rewards for tip-

offs, Yeh said. He made the remarks after government officials received a report on 

March 10 of an oil spill near Green Island that spread about 7.1 kilometers along the 

island's northern coast. 

The most heavily polluted waters stretched 600 meters from the island's lighthouse in 

the northwest, through Jhongliao Harbor to Sleeping Beauty Rock, the Coast Guard 

Administration's Green Island Inspection Office chief Hsiao Su-ping (蕭肅平) said, 

adding that the seabed around the island was also affected by the oil. 

It was the first time the sea bed near Green Island had been polluted by oil, according 

to experts. The oil might have come from a cruise, cargo or other large ship, which 

might have dumped the oil in the high seas, from where it washed ashore, according 

to Hsiao. A task force subsequently started clean-up work on the site and the work was 

ongoing Monday. It was estimated that it will take three to four days to remove the 

http://www.eti.co.uk/insights/targeting-a-30-improvement-in-fuel-efficiency-for-marine-vessels
https://www.theengineer.co.uk/340370-2/
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onshore oil, and seven to complete the cleanup. Considering that this is the worst 

ecological disaster in 50 years faced by Green Island -- a major tourist destination -- 

while the existing regulations stipulate fines of only NT$300,000 to NT$1.5 million 

per day for violations, the EPA is therefore seeking an amendment to the law to make 

punishments more severe by increasing the maximum fine to NT$300 million, 

according to Yeh.     

Source: focustaiwan.tw, 13 March 2017 
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India, US, Japan cooperation in Indian Ocean and Pacific regions 

necessary to face China: Scholars    

Cooperation between India, the United States and Japan is necessary to face the 

Chinese assertiveness in the strategic Indian Ocean and Pacific regions, a group of 

Indian and American scholars have said. The scholars during a day-long conference 

here on Friday agreed that cooperation between the two countries, as well as with 

Japan, "will determine the parameters of security" in the Indian Ocean and Pacific 

regions in the face of an assertive China. 

China has taken an increasingly hardline stance in its territorial disputes in the East 

China Sea, the South China Sea and over Taiwan, which Beijing claims as its own. The 

subject was discussed at the conference on the future of US-India relations under the 

Trump administration, organised by the Hudson Institute and the New Delhi-based 

Vivekananda International Foundation (VIF). The two conservative thinktanks have 

close ties with the Trump administration and the Modi government respectively. The 

discussion, closed for the media, focused on India-US strategic ties in both the security 

and economic realms. In the security arena, participants discussed ways to boost 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region, including East Asia, South Asia and the Middle 

East. In the economic field, the deliberation focused on potential policies from both 

sides to boost trade and cooperation, a media release said. 

The conference was inaugurated by Kenneth Weinstein, President and CEO of the 

Hudson Institute and former Indian Army Chief Gen (retd) NC Vij, Director of the 

Vivekananda International Foundation (CIF). In addition to Gen Vij, the VIF 

delegation comprised former foreign secretary and Dean of the Centre for 

International Relations and Diplomacy, at the VIF, former Deputy Chief of the Army 

Staff Lt Gen (retd) Ravi Sawhney, Lt Gen (retd) Davinder Kumar and Harinder 

Sekhon. 

Source: www.businesstoday.in, 06 March 2017 
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To Counter PM Modi’s ‘Make in India’ Programme, China has a plan  

BEIJING:  Increasing competition from India in foreign investment and a dwindling 

foreign exchange reserves has forced China to review its age-old practices. President 

Xi Jinping has vowed that Beijing will continue to liberalise its economy on all fronts 

as his country finds its forex reserves - the world's largest - dip below USD 3 trillion, 

sparking concerns among Chinese policymakers. With a renewed focus on Foreign 

Direct Investment or FDI, China is expected to aggressively vie with India for 

investments abroad. In the past, few years, India has become a major destination for 

FDI under Prime Minister Narendra Modi's flagship 'Make in India' programme. 

 

According to a Financial Times report, "In 2015, India was for the first time the leading 

country (USD 63 billion) in the world for FDI, overtaking the US (which had USD 59.6 

billion of greenfield FDI) and China (USD 56.6 billion)." Mr Jingping's remarks 

assume significance as China has been loosening its grip on foreign capital inflows, 

and reducing restrictive measures and opening more sectors. Yesterday, Chinese 

Premier Li Keqiang in a government work report detailed "unprecedented" opening-

up measures to the outside world under its flagship 'Made in China' initiative. 

 "Foreign firms will be treated the same as domestic firms when it comes to licences 

applications, standard setting, government procurement and will enjoy same 

preferential policies under Made in China 2025 initiative," Mr Li said. 

 Foreign firms will be able to get listed on China's stock markets and issue bonds. They 

will be allowed to participate in national science and technology projects, he said. 

 

China has been trying several measures to keep the economy floating and struggling 

to keep the growth rate steady. It has moderated its economic growth forecast for 2017 

to "around 6.5 per cent" from the 6.7-7 per cent it had targeted last year. 

 This year's target is below expectations and signals that China is likely to embrace 

risk-control over short-term growth. Last year, China achieved a full-year growth of 

6.7 per cent - its weakest since the 1990s. 

Source:  www.ndtv.com, 07 March 2017 
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China will never allow South China Sea stability be disturbed again: Wang 

Yi      

BEIJING: China on Wednesday claimed that the South China Sea dispute has "calmed 

down" and said it will not allow the "hard-won" stability of the region to be "disturbed" 

again by outside forces. Foreign Minister Wang Yi's annual press conference was 

dominated by a host of issues, including the crisis in the Korean Peninsula and China's 

relations with the US after President Donald Trump's election.Talking about the South 

China Sea dispute, Wang said the issue has "calmed down" and warned that China will 

never allow the stability of the region to be disturbed again. "China will never allow 

hard-won stability in the South China Sea, (SCS) to be disturbed or undermined 

again," Wang said as Trump administration deployed an aircraft carrier in the 

disputed region to assert freedom of navigation. In his media interaction, Wang took 

questions on China's ties with all major countries. On the SCS, Wang said, "at this 

moment, if someone should try to make waves and stir trouble, they will have no 

support and face common opposition of the entire region". 

Last year, China waged a major international campaign to ward off the impact of the 

international tribunal which struck down Beijing's claim over almost all of the SCS in 

response to a petition from the Philippines. But the situation changed to Beijing's 

favour after the election of Rodrigo Duterteas President of Philippines who in a U-turn 

moved closer to China and agreed to set the SCS dispute aside in lieu of heavy Chinese 

investments. Wang said since Duterte came to office, he has handled the SCS issue 

properly and actively improved the Philippines' relations with China, Wang said. "The 

Philippines has extended a hand of goodwill, so China of course will embrace it with 

open arms of cooperation. China and the Philippines are making up the lost time. The 

potential of bilateral cooperation is rapidly growing," he said. 

In less than six months since October last year, there have been about 1,000 new 

tourist groups from China to the Philippines, and China has imported more than 

200,000 tonnes of tropical fruits from the Philippines, he said. Cooperation on 

infrastructure projects, including roads, bridges and dams, is being actively discussed, 

with some becoming operational this year, Wang said. 

Source: timesofindia.indiatimes.com, 08 march 2017 

 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/South-China-Sea
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Trump
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Philippines
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Duterte
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/china/china-will-never-allow-scs-stability-be-disturbed-again-foreign-minister/articleshow/57535139.cms
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U.S. and South Korea Rebuff China’s Proposal to Defuse Korea Tensions   

-  Chris Buckley   

BEIJING — China tried unsuccessfully to calm newly volatile tensions on the Korean 

Peninsula on Wednesday, proposing that North Korea freeze nuclear and missile 

programs in exchange for a halt to major military exercises by American and South 

Korean forces. The proposal was rejected hours later by the United States and South 

Korea. “We have to see some sort of positive action by North Korea before we can take 

them seriously,” Nikki R. Haley, the United States ambassador to the United Nations, 

told reporters after a Security Council meeting in New York on the escalating Korea 

crisis. Standing beside her, Cho Tae-yul, the South Korean ambassador, said, “This is 

not the time for us to talk about freezing or dialogue with North Korea.” The 

statements by Ms. Haley and her South Korean counterpart came hours after China’s 

foreign minister, Wang Yi, proposed the suspensions during a Beijing news 

conference, describing them as a way to create the basis for talks that would end North 

Korea’s nuclear ambitions. 

The alternative to talks, he said, would be an increasingly perilous standoff that 

threatened the entire region. “The two sides are like two accelerating trains coming 

toward each other, and neither side is willing to give way,” Mr. Wang said. “The 

question is: Are both sides really prepared for a head-on collision?” But in what 

appeared to be a hardening American position on North Korea, Ms. Haley said the 

United States was re-evaluating its approach to the country and its unpredictable 

young leader, Kim Jong-un, whom she described as “not rational.” “I can tell you we’re 

not ruling anything out, and we’re considering every option,” Ms. Haley said after the 

Security Council meeting, flanked by Mr. Cho and the Japanese ambassador to the 

United Nations, Koro Bessho. 

At the same time, Ms. Haley sought to reassure China publicly that the United States 

meant no harm by moving ahead with the deployment of a defensive missile shield 

system in South Korea, after North Korea’s missile launch on Monday. China has 

condemned the missile shield as a provocation by the Americans that risked a new 

arms race in the region. Developments this week have abruptly escalated regional 

tensions over the isolated North’s nuclear arms development. The North is also in a 

diplomatic standoff with Malaysia after the Feb. 13 killing of Kim Jong-nam, the North 

Korean leader’s estranged half brother, in Kuala Lumpur. On Tuesday, Pyongyang — 

angered by a police investigation that has named several North Koreans as suspects — 

https://www.nytimes.com/by/chris-buckley
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/china/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/northkorea/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/southkorea/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/southkorea/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/05/world/north-korea-ballistic-missiles.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fasia&action=click&contentCollection=asia&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=16&pgtype=sectionfront
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/07/world/asia/thaad-missile-defense-us-south-korea-china.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fasia
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/07/world/asia/thaad-missile-defense-us-south-korea-china.html?rref=collection%2Fsectioncollection%2Fasia
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/02/22/world/asia/kim-jong-nam-assassination-korea-malaysia.html
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said that no Malaysians living in North Korea would be allowed to leave the country, 

and Malaysia quickly responded in kind. 

On Wednesday, Mr. Wang said the priority in the dispute over North Korea’s nuclear 

program was now “to flash the red light and apply brakes.” China’s “suspension for 

suspension” proposal “can help us break out of the security dilemma and bring the 

parties back to the negotiating table,” he said. Doubts that the idea would gain traction 

were not surprising. North Korea made a similar offer in 2015 that went nowhere. Mr. 

Wang’s proposal was China’s latest attempt to regain the initiative on the nuclear 

issue, which has bedeviled Beijing’s efforts to stay friends with both North and South 

Korea and prove itself a mature regional power broker. “The current situation is a 

challenge for the Chinese government’s diplomacy,” said Cheng Xiaohe, an associate 

professor at Renmin University in Beijing who specializes in North Korea. “The 

situation in the East Asian region is increasingly complicated, and the possibility of a 

diplomatic solution to the nuclear missile issue is increasingly slim,” he said, referring 

to North Korea’s nuclear arms program. 

Reining in North Korea has also become a focus for the Trump administration’s 

dealings with China. Starting next week, Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson is to visit 

Japan, South Korea and China for talks that will focus on “the advancing nuclear and 

missile threat” from North Korea, the State Department said. North Korea’s weapons 

advancements have reached a point where “we do need to look at other alternatives,” 

Mark C. Toner, a spokesman for the State Department, told reporters in Washington 

on Tuesday. “And that’s part of what this trip is about, that we’re going to talk to our 

allies and partners in the region to try to generate a new approach to North Korea.” 

But bringing the countries into agreement over initial steps toward peace will not be 

easy, especially while China is also in a deepening dispute with South Korea and the 

Trump administration. At the same news conference where he laid out his proposal on 

Tuesday, Mr. Wang stuck to China’s fierce opposition to the missile defense system the 

United States began assembling in South Korea this week, known as Thaad, or 

Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense. The Chinese government says the system goes 

far beyond its declared purpose of warding off potential attacks by North Korea and 

could undermine China’s military security. American and South Korean officials say 

that that is untrue, and that China should instead focus on halting North Korea’s 

threats. “It’s common knowledge that the monitoring and early warning radius of 

Thaad reaches far beyond the Korean Peninsula and compromises China’s strategic 

security,” Mr. Wang said at the news conference, which was part of a regular round of 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/01/11/world/asia/north-korea-offers-us-deal-to-halt-nuclear-test-.html
https://www.state.gov/r/pa/prs/dpb/2017/03/268288.htm
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briefings during China’s annual legislative session. “It’s not the way that neighbors 

should treat each other, and it may very well make South Korea less secure.” 

Mr. Wang’s proposal for mutual suspensions was an attempt to give new life to China’s 

long-running efforts to tamp down confrontation between North and South Korea. 

China is the North’s only major economic and security partner, but it has also 

developed strong economic and political ties with South Korea that the missile defense 

system threatens to rupture. 

For years, China hosted six-country talks on North Korea’s nuclear program, which 

brought together North and South Korea, China, Japan, Russia and the United States. 

But those talks fell apart in 2009, and North Korea has continued to test nuclear 

weapons and refine missiles that could eventually carry nuclear warheads as far as the 

continental United States. North Korea described its launch on Monday of four 

ballistic missiles as practice for hitting American military bases in Japan. American 

officials, and many Chinese experts, have grown skeptical that North Korea would ever 

seriously contemplate giving up its nuclear weapons. China’s rift with South Korea and 

the United States over the missile defense system is likely to embolden North Korea, 

making it more confident that Beijing would not turn on it, said Shen Dingli, a 

professor at Fudan University in Shanghai who specializes in nuclear proliferation 

issues. “The deployment of Thaad has led to a serious deterioration in Chinese-South 

Korean relations, so North Korea is delighted with that,” Dr. Shen said in an interview. 

North Korea appears to have passed the point where it would abandon its nuclear 

arms, he said. “There’s no solution to this, because North Korea won’t give up its 

nuclear weapons.” But Mr. Wang said negotiations were the only acceptable way to 

resolve the dispute. “To resolve the nuclear issue, we have to walk on both legs,” he 

said, “which means not just implementing sanctions, but also restarting talks.” North 

Korea’s ties to the global financial system are also under renewed pressure. On 

Wednesday, the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication, or 

Swift, issued a statement saying it had recently moved to ban North Korean banks from 

accessing its platform. Swift operates as part of the backbone of global bank payment 

processing by providing a communication platform used by central banks and 

financial institutions around the world. Several North Korean banks that were subject 

to sanctions by both the United Nations and the United States had continued as 

recently as last year to find ways to access the Swift network, according to a report by 

a United Nations expert panel that was published last week. Swift said it was 

responding to an enforcement action by the authorities in Belgium, where Swift is 

http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/atomic_weapons/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/science/topics/atomic_weapons/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
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based, but it did not say when it moved to block the North Korean banks from its 

service. 

Source: www.nytimes.com, 08 March 2017 

 

Sri Lanka: A growing hub in the Indo-Pacific        

-Prasad Kariyawasam 

In addressing this timely subject; “Sri Lanka as a growing hub in the Indo-Pacific”, 

first, let me briefly present context and background to my island home in relation to 

the topic. Since time immemorial, Sri Lanka has been known to the travelers of the 

ancient world as a hub in the Indian Ocean. They identified the country by many 

names like Lanka, Serendib and Ceylon. In our recorded history of over 2,500 years, 

it is stated that visitors like the 13th Century Muslim Scholar ibn Battuta and 4th 

Century Chinese Buddhist pilgrim Fa-Hien have described the glorious past of my 

country vividly. During the colonial era, since 1505, the Portuguese, the Dutch and 

then the British have held a foothold in Sri Lanka, primarily due to its geographic 

location in the oceans of the world. Contacts with the United States started when 

American merchant ships from New England called at the Galle harbor around the 

same time that the new American Republic adopted its Constitution, in 1789. 

All those visitors recognized my country as an excellent trading hub and reckoned that 

our land was endowed with precious gems, spices and other bounties of nature that 

included elephants and exotic flora. Given the importance and popularity of the 

location, cartographers of the ancient world depicted Sri Lanka much larger than its 

actual size. The map of Ptolemy in the first Century AD is probably the best example. 

Sri Lanka neither existed nor evolved in isolation in the ancient world. It is recorded 

that Sri Lankan Kings sent envoys to the Royal court of Roman Emperor Augustus. 

The people of Sri Lanka, as islanders, since ancient times, were influenced by several 

waves of external interactions that led to the exchange, not only of goods, but ideas 

and knowledge, with travelers and traders passing through or visitors from lands close 

and far. Some traders and visitors settled in Sri Lanka, making our country their home. 

As a result, Sri Lanka today is a multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and multi-religious nation. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/03/08/world/asia/china-north-korea-thaad-nuclear.html?_r=0
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Buddhism has thrived in Sri Lanka since Buddhist teachings were introduced to the 

country in the third Century B.C. by emissaries of Emperor Ashoka of India. Arab 

traders brought with them the teachings of Prophet Mohammed. The symbol of the 

Cross found in the ancient city of Anuradhapura, points to the existence of Christians, 

perhaps Persian Christians, even before arrival of colonial powers. 

Hinduism, Hindu beliefs and customs have contributed to Sri Lankan culture very 

significantly, and has become ingrained in the every- day life of people. It is not only 

those who identify themselves as Hindus who practice Hindu customs in our country. 

For example, almost all Buddhist temples have images of Hindu Gods and Goddesses 

installed in them. The Hinduism practiced in Sri Lanka, has evolved in close 

interaction with South India. An interesting snippet with respect to Hinduism in our 

country is that the bronze statues of Hindu Gods and Goddesses discovered in the 

ancient city of Polonnaruwa, crafted by local artisans and bronze casters, are 

considered to be some of the best in the world. 

The beauty and wealth of the Island had caught the imagination of Arab writers to such 

an extent that the land they referred to as ‘Serendib’ was incorporated into the stories 

of Sinbad the Sailor. They believed that Adam lived there when he was exiled from 

Paradise. Even today, a Holy Mountain in Sri Lanka, 7,300 feet in height, called ‘Siri 

Pada’ or ‘Adam’s Peak’, is venerated by Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims and Christians. A 

depression at the Summit that resembles a footprint of this spear-shaped Mountain is 

considered by the Muslims as Adam’s. The same footprint is venerated by Buddhists 

as that of the Buddha; by Hindus as that of Shiva; and by Christians as that of St. 

Thomas the Apostle. Let me now turn to the modern era. 

In our world, the seas cover seven-tenths (70%) of the planet. Six-tenths (60%) of our 

borders are sea coast. Nine out of ten people (90%) on the planet live on the coastal 

regions. Around 90% of world trade is carried by international shipping. And seaborne 

trade continues to expand, bringing benefits for consumers across the world through 

competitive freight costs and the growing efficiency of the modes of shipping. We are 

all aware that the Ocean is a bountiful resource not only for fish but for energy and 

minerals which require well-managed and rules-based exploitation. Therefore, it was 

not fortuitous that Sri Lanka provided leadership at the United Nations to evolve the 

Law of the Sea Convention. And now, the concept of “blue economy” is evolving for 

upholding sustainable development of the oceans to benefit all, in particular, littoral 

countries. It is clear that the world needs peaceful oceans to sustain its benefits in the 

ever-growing blue economy. 
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Sri Lanka has the benefit of the vast ocean around us over which we enjoy exclusive 

economic rights. The country is situated on the world’s busiest shipping lane. This 

busy East-West shipping route passes just six nautical miles south of Sri Lanka, 

carrying two-thirds of global petroleum supplies and half of all containerized cargo. 

This is both an opportunity and a challenge for our nation. 

In fact, on my arrival in Washington, when I visited the Headquarters of National 

Geographic, I observed two giant 18th century maps, one depicting the Occident and 

the other, the Orient. And right in the middle of the Orient, staring right at me, was Sri 

Lanka. The strategic location of Sri Lanka in the Indian Ocean is a geographical feature 

that made Sri Lanka a maritime hub since ancient times, which led to Ptolemy 

featuring Sri Lanka several times larger than its actual size. And now, having achieved 

peace and stability in our country, we are keen and able to re-assume an important 

role as a Hub in the Indian Ocean and its extended terrain, the Indo-Pacific. 

After five centuries, world economic power is once again shifting towards Asia. It is 

estimated that by 2030, Asia will surpass other regions on GDP, population, military 

spending and investment in technology and even in innovation. Meanwhile, United 

States will remain a predominant power in the Indo-Pacific with its economic and 

business outreach as well as its unparalleled naval strength across the seas of the 

world. We are eager to work with the maritime powers of the Indian Ocean and 

beyond, to make our oceans secure for unimpeded commerce and peaceful navigation. 

Sri Lanka takes the security of sea lanes and maritime security in the oceans around 

us, seriously. We are determined, as it is in our interest, to work with the maritime 

powers of the region and beyond to ensure that the Indian Ocean is conflict free. We 

now welcome an increasing number of Navy vessels of major sea powers who regularly 

call at our ports on goodwill visits. In fact, just now as I speak, the United States Pacific 

fleet and its transport vessel USNS Fall River is at Hambantota Port on the first-ever 

Pacific Partnership Goodwill Mission to Sri Lanka from 6-18 March, in partnership 

with the Sri Lanka Navy. We are eager to work in partnership with countries in the 

region and beyond on humanitarian and disaster relief operations in the region. We 

are committed to prevent seaborne conflict, and to combat terrorism and piracy, and 

assist in harmonizing geo-strategic complexities in the Ocean around our region. In 

our view, an ocean based security architecture can be built to ensure a peaceful Indian 

Ocean, which can be extended towards the Indo-Pacific in time to come. 

In fact, the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka recently stated that “we must commit ourselves 

to an order based on the rights of all States to the freedom of navigation – the 
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unimpeded lawful maritime commerce and over-flight. Our own futures and the 

futures of our extra-regional partners are therefore heavily invested in how strategic 

security is managed in the region. Many countries remain dependent on energy 

supplies and traded goods that are carried across the region. Those who are 

geographically located in the region have a primary interest in the security of the 

Ocean, which is more often than not linked to their economies and the livelihoods of 

their people.” 

In the ever-changing global market place, where goods and services are required to be 

channeled across the world swiftly for the benefit of consumers, market and service 

hubs have become an essential component in the ever-growing global network of trade 

and business. As a result, just like in the ancient world, even more hubs are required 

to drive trade and commerce, contributing to prosperity along the way. 

However, we all recognize that such hubs require certain specific and important 

qualities and characteristics to be successful. Appropriate infrastructure is essential. 

Human talent and skill, resources to support, easy and quick access – all these are 

essential ingredients or components. Most importantly, a hub city or nation must 

provide a stable and a peaceful space. On the basis of such qualities, there are several 

hubs in the world that are recognized as important: New York, London, Dubai, 

Singapore, Hong Kong and others, all with bustling ports nearby. Centred on the City 

of Colombo and its well-established deep water Port, Sri Lanka now has the potential 

to assume such a status. The Colombo Port already is the busiest trans-shipment port 

in South Asia. Over 70 percent of cargo trans-shipped in the Port is for India which 

lies just 20 miles away from Sri Lanka, adding shipping efficiency to export-import 

trade in India. And Sri Lanka is situated in the sea-lanes connecting with the other 

main growth engines in the Indo-Pacific like China, Indonesia, and Vietnam, as well 

as well-established economies like Singapore, Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New 

Zealand. 

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka seeks to broaden the existing Indo-Sri Lanka Free Trade 

Agreement. In fact, the Free Trade Agreement between India and Sri Lanka was the 

first for both countries when it was signed in 1998. Sri Lanka enjoys a Free Trade 

Agreement with Pakistan, and is now working towards such Agreements with China 

and Singapore. A hub requires infrastructure of quality. The Colombo Port has recently 

expanded to become a deep-water hub Port with capacity to berth the largest container 

ships in the world. The newly built deep-water Hambantota port near the ever-busy 

East-West sea lane is already engaged in vehicle transshipment, and is an ideal 
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location for a commercial hub with export industries. After almost thirty years of 

conflict, since 2009, peace has been consolidated in Sri Lanka. Our democracy, the 

oldest modern democracy in Asia, has been reinvigorated after a peaceful and people-

led political transition in January 2015. The unity Government comprising of the two 

main political parties in the country, has bolstered its age-old democracy by firmly re-

establishing the independence of the judiciary, combating corruption, and allowing a 

free and vibrant media to flourish. 

In addition, the Government is working with all stakeholders in the country as well as 

the international community, and in particular with the United Nations, to establish 

mechanisms for truth-seeking, justice, and reparations to give solace to all those who 

suffered during the long year’s conflict and with a view to promoting reconciliation 

with a firm objective of guaranteeing non-recurrence. The government has embarked 

on further constitutional reforms to address the requirements of a modern, 

progressive nation that promotes social justice and social responsibilities. Coupled 

with political transformation, the Government has embarked on economic 

transformation that promotes growth with equity, as well as transparency in business 

facilitation. Measures have been taken to promote fiscal discipline to ensure financial 

market stability. To facilitate investments that would promote hub status, total foreign 

ownership of a business is allowed with no restrictions on repatriation of earnings. 

Safety of foreign investments is guaranteed by the Constitution with Investment 

Protection and Double Taxation Relief Agreements with over 25 countries. And Sri 

Lanka implements strong intellectual property law in line with WIPO Regulations.It is 

in this context that Sri Lanka’s potential as a services hub becomes apparent; a niche 

manufacturing destination to produce goods which plug into regional and global value 

chains, particularly light engineering and electronics; a location for high-value 

agricultural products such as fruits, vegetables and dairy, both to service the rapidly 

growing tourism sector and for exports. 

A tangible example of infrastructure improvement is the Western Province Megapolis 

Project. This development will cover several cities in the area around Colombo, and, 

in the South West of the country. There will be zones dedicated to logistics, industry, 

IT and entertainment. And there will be a financial district centered on the newly 

reclaimed land mass near the Colombo Port called the ‘Colombo international 

financial city’. We envisage a major role for the private sector as well as for public-

private partnerships in implementing these projects. For this purpose, the 

Government will further improve the ease of doing business, and investing as well as 

trade policy and trade facilitation. 
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A modern economy requires smart people to manage it, and more people to power it. 

Though Sri Lanka already has an educated human resource base with the highest rate 

of literacy in South Asia and a very high physical quality of life in terms of Health 

Indicators, we are now upgrading education, training and skills to create a human 

resource base which can support a competitive and rapidly modernizing economy. A 

commercial and trade hub in the modern world needs facilities for Rest and Recreation 

as well. Geographically the size of West Virginia, and with a population about the same 

as Australia’s, Sri Lanka is endowed with unparalleled natural beauty. Surrounded by 

warm sea waters with long sandy beaches, and a picturesque hill country with 

naturally climate controlled tea gardens, world renowned exotic tropical forests with 

abundant fauna and flora, including over 6,000 wild elephants (the largest land 

mammal in the world), and blue whales (the largest sea mammal in the world) roaming 

close by the Eastern and Southern seas of the country, in the eyes of many, Sri Lanka 

is truly a paradise on earth. And in 65,610 square kilometres of space in Sri Lanka, 

there are 6 cultural world heritage properties or sites, and 2 natural world heritage 

sites recognized by UNESCO. Ancient historical sites of Sri Lanka include the largest 

brick building in the world in the fourth century AD, an ancient giant Buddhist Stupa, 

built, brick by brick. The number of tourists visiting Sri Lanka is now growing at an 

exponential rate. Infrastructure to accommodate this growth is developing fast with 

hotels of several international hospitality chains engaged already in this effort. 

Sri Lanka’s cultural traditions that respect the environment are embedded in the 

psyche of our people. This creates a groundswell of public opinion in favour of 

sustainable development. Sri Lanka is committed to achieving 20% renewable energy 

usage by 2030, over and above the current 35% of hydropower. Environmental 

sustainability is central to Sri Lanka’s development plans. Sri Lanka has had direct 

experience with several aspects of international migration. About 10% of Sri Lankans 

work as temporary migrants abroad and many more has settled permanently in 

developed economies. As a result, the country has gained experience in dealing with 

associated opportunities and challenges. As Sri Lanka becomes fully integrated into 

the world economy as a hub in the Indo-Pacific for shipping, aviation, trade and 

commerce, as well as for financial and service industries, this experience can be 

leveraged to manage and augment the human resource base as required to be 

compatible with industry requirements. 

In the current international environment where many locations are becoming insecure 

and volatile or environmentally challenged, in comparison, Sri Lanka is a country at 

peace and has consolidated democracy, and revived economic growth, with emphasis 
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on a green and a blue economy. Sri Lanka now stands ready to play its full role as a 

responsible member of the world community, as a hub nation in the Indo-Pacific that 

serves its people, the region and the world beyond, for common prosperity. 

Source:  www.slguardian.org, 10 March 2017 

Julie Bishop backs Japanese right to Sail Warship through troubles 

South China Sea  

Foreign Minister Julie Bishop has backed "the right of all nations" to sail through 

international waters after Japan reportedly decided to send its biggest naval warship 

through the politically-sensitive South China Sea. The move by Japan to send its Izumo 

helicopter carrier through the waters where Beijing has been expanding strategic 

control signals clear fears even among close US allies about Donald Trump's 

commitment to Asia, leading Australian experts said. Ms Bishop, when asked for her 

views on the reports of Japan's planned naval transit, said: "The Australian government 

supports the right of all nations and their vessels to traverse international waters according to 

international law." 

Overnight, Chinese Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying said China had 

seen the media reports about Japan's actions, but hadn't heard Japan's official 

explanation. China wasn't worried if the Japanese ship was going on a regular visit to 

several countries and passing "normally" through the South China Sea, she said. 

However, she noted that if Japan had other intentions "it should be regarded as a 

different matter". Japan had recently sown discord and "fanned the flames" in the 

South China Sea issue, she said, but China hoped Japan was capable of contributing 

to the peace and stability of the area. Strategic scholars meanwhile said the Trump 

administration needed to do more than make vague, reassuring statements if it is to 

calm nervous Asian nations - including Australia - who worry the US might withdraw 

from the region. US acting Assistant Secretary of State Susan Thornton said on 

Monday night that the Trump administration would ditch the Obama-era US language 

of a "pivot" or "rebalance", which described a long-term plan to focus more military, 

diplomatic and economic attention on the Asia-Pacific region. 

Ben Schreer, the head of Macquarie University's Department of Security Studies and 

Criminology, said Japan's decision to send the 248-metre long Izumo through the 

South China Sea reflected Tokyo's wish to signal to Washington that it would do more 

https://www.slguardian.org/2017/03/sri-lanka-a-growing-hub-in-the-indo-pacific/
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militarily in Asia. This in turn was aimed at encouraging the US to stay involved, 

underscoring the nervousness among Washington's allies in Asia, including Australia, 

that the superpower would pull back. "[The Izumo] is their most powerful warship so 

it sends a message and it sits within [Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo] Abe's policy of 

signalling to the Americans that Japan is within limits willing to do more … and getting 

American reassurance in return," Professor Schreer said. Ms Bishop in a speech in 

Singapore on Monday said that many countries in Asia were in a "strategic holding 

pattern" as they waited to see whether the US would remain committed to the region. 

She called on the Trump administration to "play an even greater role as the 

indispensable strategic power in the Indo-Pacific". Euan Graham of the Lowy Institute 

said the Japanese move was "a bold move" but how bold would depend on whether it 

sailed with US naval ships nearby or within disputed waters. 

That would be "a significant up-tempo shift – one that would inevitably raise 

expectations of Australia", he said. Andrew Shearer, a former adviser on national 

security to Tony Abbott and John Howard, now with the US Centre for Strategic and 

International Studies, said Japan was taking another step in a stronger security 

posture under Mr Abe, which came on top of a decision to conduct exercises with the 

US in the South China Sea. "To me, this underlines Japan's commitment to upholding 

freedom of navigation, its growing concern about tensions in the South China Sea - an 

international waterway that is vital to its economy as well as Australia's - and the extent 

to which other countries in the region are anxious about China's growing assertiveness. 

Dr Graham and Professor Schreer said it was striking that Ms Bishop had so pointedly 

highlighted the wait-and-see attitude in Asia about Mr Trump's commitment to Asia. 

Ms Thornton's remarks about the pivot or rebalance being "a bumper sticker" that was 

used to describe "the Asia policy in the last administration" might be damaging 

because there was nothing so far to replace it, they said. "Until the US does more to fill 

the policy void … scepticism is inevitable about how far the inner core around 

President Trump are willing to buy into those as US interests," Dr Graham said. 

Professor Schreer said: "If it's not the rebalance en or the pivot, what is it? What 

remains of the engagement?" Ms Bishop said of Ms Thornton's remarks that she was 

"encouraged during my recent meetings with the United States Administration, 

including with Vice-President Pence, Secretary of State Tillerson and National 

Security Adviser General McMaster that the US intends to remain engaged in the Asia 

Pacific region". 

Source:www.smh.com.au, 15 March 2017 

http://www.smh.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/japanese-war-ship-through-the-south-china-sea-signals-regions-nervousness-about-donald-trump-20170314-guxu91.html
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Significance of Civilizational Nautical Narratives in India’s Maritime 

Diplomacy    

-G Padmaja 

Examples of India’s cultural and civilizational nautical linkages with the rest of the 

world built over centuries, have presently come to occupy a prominent place in India’s 

maritime diplomacy. This issue brief tries to understand the reasons for this 

development. It spells out some of the civilizational and cultural narratives discussed 

by India’s political leadership; and analyses the nature of ‘continuum’ between these 

cultural narratives and India’s maritime strategy as it is spelt out presently. 

The essay argues that most of these civilzational narratives have existed since 

long; however, it is only now that they are playing a strategic role for India in building 

relations with its maritime neighbours. This is because of two significant factors. First, 

they are now operating in the context of a well defined maritime strategy spelt out by 

a political leadership which has prioritised ‘matters maritime’. Policies like SAGAR, 

SAGARMALA, Project Mausam, Act East and India as ‘net security provider’ - bring 

out the centrality of the oceans in a globalised world for India’s economic and social 

development. Their underlying theme is cooperation, collaboration, freedom of 

navigation and respect for international law among maritime nations to build a 

‘favourable environment’ to address the security challenges and tap economic 

opportunities related to the maritime domain. 

Second, this maritime strategy has to be implemented in a world of 

uncertainty; and absence of well defined security architecture in the Indo-Pacific.1 In 

such a scenario, India’s maritime strategy is being emphatically articulated by its 

political leadership by weaving in the civilzational and cultural narratives which bring 

out that India as a maritime nation has always had a pervading global maritime 

influence through centuries. The idea conveyed is that India seeks to continue to 

influence the maritime debates in the present times too; and this will be done like in 

the past centuries without any domination or force. The aim is to stress on this historic 

‘continuum’ in the Indian maritime narrative which has through centuries been 

characterised by ‘absence of coercion’, ‘celebrating diversity’, ‘respect for others 

cultural narratives’; and that India’s influence has always enriched the local people 

and society through centuries. This is especially significant at a time when competing 

maritime strategies are presented to maritime nations by countries vying for global 

leadership and influence. India wants to convey that whatever choices other countries 
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may make, its actions will always be anchored on the values embedded in these 

civilizational and cultural narratives. 

 

The Narratives 

Delivering the keynote address in January 2017 at the 2nd International Conference on 

ASEAN-India Cultural and Civilizational Links, India’s Minister of State for External 

Affairs Gen (Dr) V K Singh (Retd.) said that India’s Act East Policy lay significant focus 

on the third pillar of the ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership which was ‘sociocultural’; 

the other two pillars of cooperation being ‘political’ and ‘economic’. The 

conference was being held in Indonesia and the Indian Minister said that Indonesia 

had for long been the maritime bridge to South East Asia. He said that 2017 marks 

twenty-five years of Dialogue Partnership between India and ASEAN and the theme of 

the commemorative celebrations was ‘Shared Values, Common Destiny’. The theme 

aptly reflected the close cultural and civilizational links India and the countries of 

South East Asia enjoyed over the millennia. The Minister spelt out with examples, the 

civilizational linkages spanning art, architecture, language, religion, music, culture etc 

dating back to two millennia primarily spread through the seas. This, significantly, was 

not through conquest but essentially through non-political agents such as merchants 

and religious men. 2 Similar thoughts were echoed at the first International Conference 

on ‘ASEAN-India Cultural Links: Historical and Contemporary Dimensions’ held in 

New Delhi in July 2015, where India spelt out that it sought to not only strengthen the 

socio-cultural pillar but also wished to bring it to the forefront of their relationship.  

Earlier in February 2016, at the International Fleet Review in Visakhapatnam, 

the Indian Prime Minister delivered his speech overlooking the nearly 100 ships from 

50 countries anchored off the Visakhapatnam coast. He emphasised that India had 

always been a maritime nation with a rich maritime heritage. Lothal in Gujarat was 

one of the earliest sea ports of the world; and India’s ancient Sanskrit texts refer to the 

oceans as the storehouse of 14 gems. He said that India’s central location in the Indian 

Ocean had connected the country with other cultures, and shaped not only its 

Maritime trade routes with Africa; Western Asia; the Mediterranean region; the West, 

South East Asia and the Far East but also influenced India’s strategic thought and 

defined its maritime character. In the same address, the Prime Minister also spelt out 

the economic and strategic importance of the oceans; the traditional and 

nontraditional security threats connected with the maritime domain; and his 

governments vision for the Indian Ocean, which he termed as SAGAR ie Security and 
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Growth for All in the Region and which he had first articulated in Mauritius in March 

2015. 

Much before SAGAR was articulated by India in March 2015, there was an 

important international conference held in Mauritius in November 2014. This was the 

International Conference on Indentured Labour Route Project. The indentured labour 

system had resulted in one of the largest mass movement of the Indian diaspora. Over 

2.2 million indentured labourers, mostly from India moved through the seas to more 

than two dozen countries which included Mauritius, Guyana, Trinadad and Tobago, 

Suriname, Jamaica, Reunion Islands, Fiji, East Africa, Seychelles. Their descendants 

continue to make significant contributions in the countries their ancestors settled. In 

this context, the Indentured Labour Route Project would research and document the 

hitherto unknown experiences of the indentured labour; preserve and promote 

important sites; and also, disseminate information about the role played by 

indentured labour in shaping modern societies around the world. This strong Indian 

Diaspora spread across Oceans shows that India’s cultural footprints stretch across 

Asia and Africa.  

Mauritius was the first and largest recipient of indentured labour from India 

which landed over 180 years back. India’s relation with Mauritius becomes that much 

more unique and extraordinary because of this shared historical and cultural heritage. 

No wonder then that, Modi first enunciated India’s Indian Ocean strategy - SAGAR in 

Mauritius in March 2015. According to this, India with a coastline of 7,500kms would 

safeguard its mainland; 1,200 islands; and the 2.4 million sq kms Exclusive Economic 

Zone (EEZ). India seeks to deepen economic and security cooperation, especially with 

its maritime neighbours. For this, India would cooperate on exchange of information 

and coastal surveillance, building of infrastructure and strengthening their 

capabilities. India believes that it’s through collective action and cooperation that 

peace can be advanced in the region and thus associations like IORA (Indian Ocean 

Rim Association) are important. Bringing out the importance and centrality of Blue 

Economy to India, the Indian Prime Minister said that the blue chakra or wheel in 

India’s national flag represents the potential of Blue Revolution or the Ocean 

Economy. Lastly, he opined that those who are resident in the region ie the littoral 

countries have the primary responsibility for peace, stability and prosperity in the 

Indian Ocean.  India’s External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj in her address at an 

international conference on ‘India and Indian Ocean: Renewing the Maritime Trade 

and Civilizational Linkages’ in Bhubaneswar in March 2015, gave many examples of 

the civilizational linkages in the Indian Ocean region. She referred to the festival of 
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‘Boitha Bandana’ in Odisha where ships are worshipped. The practice began centuries 

earlier for the safe passage of ships, which would embark on long voyages to Sri Lanka, 

Bali, Java, Sumatra, Bornea, Malaya, Vietnam and also to China. She said that small 

‘krathongs’ or boats on several streets of Bangkok sometime in November, remind one 

of the Boitha festival; and that similar cultural practises are evident in Indonesia when 

Mesakapan Ke Tukad is celebrated all across the different islands. The minister 

referred to many civilisational linkages, one of which was the image of the boat 

containing a giraffe in the Sun Temple in Konarak which shows India’s civilzational 

linkages with Africa. The Minister then spelt out the importance of the Indian Ocean 

region for maritime trade and energy security; traditional and non-traditional 

maritime security issues in the Indian Ocean region; India’s role in the Indian Ocean 

Naval Symposium (IONS); the multilateral naval congregation MILAN; the Contact 

Group on Piracy; the importance of Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) and the six 

priority areas it has identified for cooperation. She also referred to SAGAR. 7 

The Government of India’s Ministry of Culture launched Project Mausam in 

June 2014. This was just after Prime Minister Modi assumed office but much before 

he articulated his maritime vision. Project Mausam aims to understand the manner in 

which the knowledge of the monsoon winds shaped interactions across the Indian 

Ocean which led to the spread of shared knowledge systems, traditions, technologies 

and ideas along maritime routes. Thus, its research will extend from East Africa, the 

Arabian Peninsula, the Indian Subcontinent and Sri Lanka to the Southeast Asian 

archipelago. Not only will maritime routes be researched upon and be documented but 

also the cultural landscapes which arose in the coastal areas and their hinterlands.  

Strategic Continuum in the Cultural Narratives 

These narratives should be seen in the larger context of the conduct of foreign policy 

by the present government which as it says is based on the ‘3 C mantra’ ie Commerce, 

Culture and Connectivity. Elaborating it, Indian External Affairs Minister Sushma 

Swaraj says, “Broadly speaking, sustained dialogue, promoting economic prosperity, 

enhancing India’s prestige and national honour, bolstering security and promoting 

India’s cultural and civilizational values are the five core principles that animate the 

foreign policy of our government”.9 Therefore, it is observed that even in conducting 

maritime diplomacy, which is but part of the larger conduct of diplomacy there is a 

deliberate and conscious effort to emphasise the maritime cultural and civilzational 

linkages. 
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However, the reference to India’s rich maritime tradition and civilzational 

linkages is not done in a vacuum but in the context of a well defined maritime vision 

ie Act East Policy; SAGAR; India ‘as a net security provider’; SAGARMALA; and 

Project Mausam. This is to subtly communicate that just like India had been at the 

centre of maritime activity in the ancient period, presently too it seeks a larger and 

deeper footprint in the maritime domain. Further, that India aspires to be a leading 

maritime power and is ready to shoulder greater global responsibilities with 

commitment to ‘cooperation’, ‘collaboration’, ‘connectivity’, ‘respect for International 

Laws’ and ‘a shared security architecture’. 

Thus, the civilizational narratives are woven into the contemporary maritime 

vision to emphasize the natural continuum of a rich maritime tradition the country 

has inherited. Also, there is an effort to institutionalise the cultural linkages to make 

it relevant to the present time so that they can contribute to building and strengthening 

modern partnerships. For example: 

• India’s Act East Policy is contextualised with its civilizational Linkages with South 

EastAsia.  

Further, the Mekong Ganga Cooperation aims at reviving cooperation between 

the peoples of the Mekong and Ganga River basins in the field of tourism, education, 

culture and people to people contacts. The MGC Museum of Asian Textiles was 

inaugurated to showcase affinities in weaving and textiles in the two regions. Another 

project is the re-establishment of the Nalanda University where centuries earlier 

scholars from around the world including South East Asia and India had exchanged 

knowledge and ideas. 

• India relations with Mauritius become extremely special because of the experiences 

and contribution of indentured labour from India. Thus, India’s Indian Ocean vision - 

SAGAR is first articulated in Mauritius. Also, India wholeheartedly supports the 

Indentured Labour Route Project. 

• The blue colour in Ashoka Chakra in the Indian Flag, India’s commitment to Blue 

Economy and the skill development program for the youth of coastal communities are 

thus knit together. 

• Lothal in India as one of the earliest seaports in the world and India’s SAGARMALA 

programme of port led development10 are seen as a natural continuum. 
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• Project Mausam aims to re-trace the ancient maritime routes and re-connect and 

reestablish communication between countries of the Indian Ocean. However, an 

important question arises as to - Why should these routes be re-traced? Doing so will 

help in building modern partnerships as it will emerge that India’s maritime 

civilizational linkages with Africa, Asia and Europe were developed not through 

military conquest but primarily through traders both Hindus and Muslims; and 

religious men including Buddhist monks. In this context, India’s contemporary 

maritime strategies will have greater credibility, acceptability and that it is 

nonhegemon. Most important Project Mausam will celebrate ‘connectivity’, 

‘interdependence’ and ‘diversity’ at a time many countries in the West want to retreat 

from ‘globalisation’ and are becoming ‘inward-looking’. 

• Most of the world’s shipping transits through the Indian Ocean and ensuring security 

of ISLs has become important for all countries including India. Thus, when security 

is available, a favourable and positive maritime environment will emerge where 

threats are low; and even if they arise they can be prevented and contained. By helping 

shape a favourable and positive maritime environment, India becomes a ‘net security 

provider’11. The findings of Project Mausam will contribute to India’s role as an 

effective ‘net security provider’; for Project Mausam seeks to re-connect and 

reestablish communication between countries of the Indian Ocean which will then 

contribute to building positive partnerships and consequently a favourable 

environment. 

Conclusion 

The essay brings out the manner in which civilizational linkages and cultural 

narratives have been strategically woven into contemporary maritime strategy by 

India to build beneficial global partnerships and claim leadership role in the maritime 

domain. In its present form, this strategy is heavily dependent on its effective 

articulation by the political leadership. To overcome this limitation, the academia and 

stakeholders from the maritime domain should now focus on the strategic continuum 

between civilizational linkages and maritime strategy. For this, the reports of Project 

Mausam; Indentured Labour Route Project; Mekong-Ganga Cooperation and many 

more should be discussed and disseminated. These then will be incorporated into 

thealready present cultural narratives and contribute to the goals of India’s maritime 

strategy 

Source: www.maritimeindia.org, 14 March 2017 

http://www.maritimeindia.org/View%20Profile/636250579689047907.pdf

